Preaching Schedule
Sunday, Feb. 7
Communion Sunday

The Purpose of Prayer
Matthew 5:5-15

Sunday, Feb. 14
The Priority of Prayer
Ephesians 6:18-20

Sunday, Feb. 21
The Power
of Prayer

Chronicle

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
February 2021

Matthew 18:1-20

Sunday, Feb. 28
Persevering
in Prayer
Luke 18:1-8

The staff of LPC would like to say thank you to all who donated to
the staff love offering. We are grateful for your generous gifts,
and wish you a New Year filled with the love of our LORD Jesus!

Have You Heard?
Have you heard any good news lately?
Recently, a friend of mine was complaining: “Peter, the
news is so bad that I quit watching it!” I think a lot of us feel
that way. It’s hard to watch the news without feeling depressed and discouraged.
However, as followers of Jesus, our job is to proclaim the
GOOD news. In Greek, the word “Gospel” literally means
good news. The life, death and resurrection of Jesus is
good news. In fact, it’s the best news ever. Here at LPC,
there is no shortage of good news:
Six young couples in our church are engaged to be married this year. Most of them share a strong faith in Jesus
Christ. This gives me hope for the future.
More than sixty people in our church are committed to
reading the Bible in one or two years, thanks to the leadership of John and Fran Morris.
More than 100 people are participating in the God
Space workshop on Wednesday nights with Doug Pollock as he teaches us how to share our faith in everyday
conversations.
Skyler Gerald has been accepted as a student at Reformed Theological Seminary in Charlotte, North Carolina. He will begin his studies in the Fall to train to become a pastor and preacher.
During a gap year before she starts medical school,
Kira Eickman has done a superb job serving homeless
families in our community. Together with Chris Brown
and Terri Catanzaro, she has organized meals and led
our volunteer team.

One of our missionaries in North Africa recently led a
training event in a Muslim nation that is extremely dangerous and hostile to Christians. Despite intense persecution, many Muslims are responding to the Gospel and
coming to faith.
A woman who read our Advent devotional was so moved
by it that she wants to join the church.
One of our church members, Tari Heath, volunteered to
cook lunch for our entire church staff. It was amazing!
When two children in our LPC Preschool lost their father
to suicide, many of our church members responded by
providing financial assistance, Christmas gifts and cards
of encouragement.
When a young man in our church lost his job due to
Covid-19, the Deacons of our church paid his rent until
he was able to find another job.
In recent months, several young singers and guitarists
have joined our praise band and are helping to lead in
worship.
Have you heard any good news lately? When you are
walking with Jesus, there is always good news.
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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The Plan

It’s time to Purge
by John Morris, Interim Director of Pastoral Care

God’s plan to reach the world has not changed—it is still for His
children to proclaim the gospel to everyone. The devil has a plot,
but God has a plan.
We are very fortunate to have been able to schedule Doug Pollock
to help us search our hearts and adopt a PLAN for this New Year.
[His GOD SPACE workshops will continue on Wednesday nights
through February 17]. As a community of believers, we need to get
on board with the PLAN.
God’s Master Plan is to fill the earth with His glory. God’s glory is
revealed in His character. WE are the vehicles through which God
will fill the earth with His glory. If nothing is done on our part, we
put the Master Plan in jeopardy.

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord
Proverbs 16:9 The heart of people plans his way, but the Lord establishes
Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of people, but it is the Lord’s

Living like a Christian—following through on the priorities that Jesus outlines in the Gospels—means that we daily review and rehearse what that obedience involves, until more often than not, our
responses reflect what Jesus would do. May we be empowered by
the Holy Spirit and encouraged by one another to not just think or
talk about modeling our lives after Jesus—but to do it!
Would you join me in…
Making the first move?
Following through?
Being transformers?
Adopting a Spiritual Vision for 2021?
Accepting the challenge?
Planting seeds?

People Need the Lord
Bible Reading 2021
In our fourth year of pushing the BIBLE, we are extremely pleased
to report that nearly 100 Bible Reading Plan books and/or two-year
plans were given to interested readers who are planning to read
through the Bible in a year or two. We will keep you in our prayers
as you read and internalize His Holy Word. John and Fran Morris
The Gathering for Prayer @ LPC
The First Sunday of each month we gather for prayer in the Narthex at 6 p.m. This year we are striving to build a prayer each
month, and then sincerely and earnestly deliver that prayer to the
throne room of our Heavenly Father. The prayer that we build will
be posted in the Prayer Chapel for the entire month. Together we
will have input for the World, Nation, Community, LPC and our
Ministries, Missions and Missionaries, LPC Church family and
Unspoken. Using the double doors at the Narthex entrance we
hope to see you on Sunday, February 7.

Calling all members and friends to help us update
our Praying Friends @ LPC weekly list. The week
of January 31 we will only publish requests from the
previous week along with our shut-ins. The remainder of the list will be purged. It will be your responsibility to call the church office or send an email to update the requests that were taken off. It is our desire
to keep the Prayer List current. The plan is to remove requests after four weeks if there is no update.
We invite anyone to make a prayer request at
prayerlist@lebanonpresbyterian.org or prayerrequest@lebanonpresbyterian.org.

Deacon News

From Mary Jo Oliver, Deacon Chair

The month of January has gotten off to a great start!
Our new Deacon board met and formed ministry
teams for 2021. What a wonderful group of loving
servants we have—all ready to serve you.
This month our Telecare team is preparing to begin
calling the entire congregation again. The Visitation
Team is already at work visiting and planning visits
to some of our shut-ins. Our Hands-On team wants
you to know that they are available to assist those
who need help with light chores. Transportation is
also available. Our Shepherding team will be ready
to come alongside new members. Cards will be sent
to remind our members and friends that we love
them, pray for them and miss them. Grief Support
will continue to embrace those in need of encouragement through our special book and card ministry.
We will of course be Feeding People! Wednesday
night meals have resumed and they are free. Frequent Meals ministry helps in situations where/when
cooking is a chore. Blood Drive team arranges the
food for the Blood Drive so that those who donate
can replenish with light snacks and drink.

Update
Our in-person grief ministry is not scheduling any
sessions at this time due to COVID 19 concerns and
loss of leadership. We have scheduled the Memorial
Service for Tuesday, May 25 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary when we will be remembering those who have
gone to be with the Lord since our last service two
years ago. We plan to offer the LPC Navigating the
Holidays Through Grief meeting this coming fall.
Also, we would like to make a correction in the Annual Report for 2020: Grief support with the team leader of Nancy Haire, actually sent a total of 214 cards
and 166 booklets to those families who lost loved
ones.

iPray
Please If you have time to worry, you have time to pray.
- Anonymous
Please pray for the following needs of the church in the
coming month:




For our search committee as they seek an Associate Pastor for Family Ministry and Pastoral Care,
that God would give them patience and wisdom.

LPC Income and Expenses
$1,300,000

Jan-Dec Income
Jan-Dec Expenses

$1,200,000
$1,100,000

$1,000,000

For our future Associate Pastor, that he or she

$900,000
$800,000

would hear God’s call.
$700,000







For our newly-elected Elders and Deacons as they
take office, that they will serve the church with love,
energy and integrity.
For Doug Pollock and all of those taking the God
Space workshop, that we would put into practice
the lessons we’re learning.
That God would grow us in love, faith and grace
during the Covid crisis.

$600,000
$500,000

$400,000
$300,000
$200,000
2019





For those who are unable to attend worship because of Covid, that they would not feel alone or
neglected.
For the spiritual renewal of our church, community
and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the
Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus.

Session
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our January
19 monthly meeting:
Approved Rita Poth, Marge Cunningham and Courtney Williams as elder commissioners to the Feb. 12 meeting of Midwest Presbytery at Kirkmont EPC in Beaver Creek.
Received a year-end report from the Finance Ministry Team
that we ended 2020 with a budget surplus of $39,000 with
total budgeted income of $1,187,500.
Finalized ministry team assignments for 2021.
Received a report from Pastor Peter Larson that the training
for newly elected Elders and Deacons had taken place on
January 2.

2020

Financial Giving
As always, we rely on your faithful giving to support the
mission and ministry of LPC. You can send your pledge
by mail or you can take advantage of the online giving. To
begin online giving just go to our church website, lebanonpresbyterian.org then go to the toolbar and click on
“Online Giving” or text “give” to 513-443-5522, or scan
the QR code below, by going to your camera and focusing on the code, then just touch the website QR code
banner that pops up on your phone. You will be directed
to the Suran website for giving at LPC.

LPC Missions Update
Interfaith Hospitality
LPC-Volunteer Needed
It has been a pleasure to work with Kira Eickman since she graduated from University of Alabama last year. Kira was involved with
IHN as a youth and wanted to join the team. Kira worked closely
with the IHN Youth Leadership Team.
Kira will be starting medical school in the fall. Looking for volunteers 18 and over to work closely growing the IHN Youth Leadership Team. If you are interested or know of someone might be
interested, contact Terri Catanzaro at terricatanzaro@gmail.com
or 513-288-2313.
There are three remaining rotations for 2021: April 11-17, August
15-22, November 28-December 5.

Thank You’s from IHN Families
Here are thank you notes from a family of four who was in our
November Interfaith Hospitality Network rotation:
LPC Church Family!
I just want to say how grateful I am for you guys. You put so much
thought, time and effort into my meals! I was so excited and looking forward to see what you would come up with each day. I’ve
been vegan for about two years now and you managed to give me
recipes I hadn’t thought of. Everything and I mean everything was
absolutely delicious. Thank you sooo much for considering Roman and I this week. Much love to you all! Love, Shanon (vegan)
Thank you for the best food ever! Roman (lactose intolerant-age 5)
LPC Church Family,
WOW! You have left me speechless! I do not remember when I
have had food so delicious. All week we were looking forward to
the night’s dinner, the next day’s breakfast and lunch. We adore
the effort and care each of you took to care for our crazy request.
I know how it can be and I sincerely want to Thank You! Especially for making sure Shanon had hot, good meals to eat. That
meant the world to me! We were blessed to have you and we will
never forget you. David
Thanks. Ethan (age 9)

Thank You’s from LPC
Supported Missions
Dear LPC friends,
As we look back on this past year, we are very
thankful for all of the kindness and generosity from
our local churches in Lebanon. LPC was so generous in providing regular volunteers and financial
support to provide food for needy students and
their families in Warren County. “Whatever you did
for one of the least of these, you did for me.” –
Matthew 25:40
Thank you again!
Kelli Peyton, Joshua’s Place, Lebanon
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for all the items you donated
during the Christmas season to help women with
crisis pregnancies including lots of clothing, bedding, a breast pump and a mattress. Your generosity and support mean so much!
Sincerely,
The Staff of Elizabeth New Life Center
Dear LPC Friends,
We would like to thank you for supporting Lebanon
Christmas for Tots during a challenging year. The
pandemic has caused many to experience new
hardships in their lives. Toys were distributed on
December 12 to parents at a drive-thru event, with
each child getting several Christmas gifts. We
were able to provide toys for 625 children this
year! Our group is always open to new members
who would like to have an active role in this organization. For more information please contact me at
513-331-0045.
In appreciation, Jenny Flaig,
President, Lebanon Christmas for Tots

What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely
Welcomes and Farewells
We are saying welcome to some new voices in the worship ministry and bidding a fond fare thee well to another. Although
bittersweet, these changes reinforce the movement of God in our lives and the worship life of this fellowship. To welcome
people into sharing their talents with the church is always joyful and exciting. To say farewell to a dear friend, following
God’s nudging, is an opportunity to celebrate the opportunity we’ve had to serve together and to trust God in the transition.

We say thank you to Julie Shelton
Julie became LPC’s organist two years ago, following Tom Ferris’ retirement after decades of
service. Julie, one of the finest organists in the region, quickly jumped in and began expanding
the role of organist. She has been a great blessing and we thank God for the time we have had
to serve and worship together. Please join me in celebrating the music ministry of Julie Shelton
and in praying for her and for us as we all seek God’s will in what comes next. May God continue to bless Julie and the congregation of LPC.

Welcome to the band, Andrew Klenk!
Andrew lives in Lebanon and has been a member of LPC for three years now. An invitation from
a friend and working with the Boy Scouts initially brought him to LPC. He was one of the first
new volunteers to help with the live stream as a camera operator. For the past few months, he
has begun serving as a guitarist in the praise band. Andrew, who has been playing guitar for
less than a year, says “It’s wonderful to put to use the talent God has given me as a musician to
further glorify him. It’s great to play with this band to further my skills as a musician, and to of
course to continually serve Him! Welcome to you, Andrew, and your most incredible beard!

Welcome Bethany Untener!
Bethany is the daughter of LPC’s Director of Children’s Ministry, Tracy Untener. Bethany lives
in Liberty Township “I started out doing tiny Church musicals at my old church and did those
for about 6 years and then I joined choir in middle school and started doing voice lessons to
help improve my technique. I am now in high school in a AA choir and I do theatre where I do
many musicals like Pippin and The Little Mermaid.” When asked what she is most looking forward to in being part of the Worship band, Bethany responded, “I just want to bring the joy into
worshiping Christ.” We’re excited to have Bethany join the team and look forward to worshipping together!

Welcome Annie Huckaba!
Annie is a professional musician who has worked in many theatres in the region as well as
cruise ships, Dollywood, etc. Annie hails from Oregonia and has recently returned to the area.
She is a former student of Rachel Sachs and close friends with Emily Riggen. Annie will be
sharing her talents with us in the traditional services and we are looking forward to worshipping
together.

Thank You
Dear LPC Family,
I wanted to take the time to express how extremely thankful I
am to have received the package of letters from the members
and staff of LPC. I got them just in time for finals. I am so
amazed every time the Lord shows and provides me with
support, love and encouragement from my forever church
family. Covid has been rough on a lot of students, including
me, but I am blessed to have people to help and pray for me
throughout this whole pandemic.
Love, Chloe Larson
Dear LPC Congregation and staff,
Thank you so much for all the letters and words of encouragement. I truly appreciate everyone’s thoughts and prayers
during my final exams.
Thank you again, Logan Fisher
Dear Peter, Staff and Session,
I just wanted to take a moment and say thank you for everything you’ve done for the church this year. Remembering
everything that has been done in 2020, I am amazed and
inspired by your creativity and innovation in serving our congregation and community and the thoughtful, poignant and
insightful preaching of the Word this year. I am so grateful to
be part of a church that so faithfully lives at God’s Commission, and is such an active and important part of the community. Thank you all so much for your hard work and for being
such a bright light for so many in 2020!
Lots of love, Rachel Jaynes
Dear LPC church family,
Thank you to the many people who were the hands and feet
of Jesus as they shopped, cooked and prepared side dishes
for Interfaith Hospitality Warren County families who found
themselves temporarily homeless. November 15-21, LPC
volunteers provided 297 meals and 17 gift bags for our six
families. January 17-23, LPC volunteers also provided over
300 meals and gift bags for six families.
Dear LPC,
Thank you so much for the kind notes of love and encouragement! It is wonderful to know there are always prayers for all
college students.
Thank you again, Abby Greene

Dear Friends,
I wanted to reach out to the church to thank you for the
generous donation made to the Mary Haven Youth Center. The donation was used to provide a Thanksgiving
Dinner meal for the residents of Mary Haven who were
not otherwise able to be home with their families for the
holiday.
Michael A. Mason
Program Supervisor
Mary Haven Youth Center
Dear LPC family,
Thank you for the beautiful extended family I have found
here. I feel welcome and enjoy belonging to this church.
God bless you,
Marge Brinkman
Dear LPC Deacons,
Thank you for your generosity in helping my client. This
was an unusual situation out of scope. It was challenging to get this client the help he needed as that level of
care didn’t really exist. Its been a journey, but he is now
living in assisted living and he and I are grateful for your
help with basic necessities for him.
LeeAnn Stacy
Dear LPC,
My name is John Gearhart, I am a client of LeeAnn Stacy. Your congregation helped me and I want to thank
you and all those for your generous donations.
Sincerely, John E. Gearhart
Dear LPC Family,
There are not enough words in which to say “Thank
you.” As many of you know 2020 was a very rough year
for our family. From January all the way through December we have had one family emergency after another. To each and every one of you who called to check
on us and ask what they could do to help you were a
blessing. We received so many beautiful and meaningful cards and letters of encouragement that kept us going when we didn’t think we could get through another
day. We received many emails with offers of everything
from shopping, to caregiving, to running errands to preparing meals. To the Session, Deacons, and the Staff of
LPC, you were always there for much needed love, care
and support. The only thing that got our families through
this last year has been our church family and our
friends, “Thank you” from the bottom of our hearts.
You truly are servants of God,
The Bingham, Robbins and Lake Families

This month we honor the following men
and women for their loving service to
Jesus Christ and the church.
Rick Oliver for building covers for the
shades in the Ark.
Rick Oliver, Mike Vezmar, and Steve
Newby for painting the covers for the
shades in the Ark.
Rick Oliver, Roger Sims, Steve Newby and Dave Lupberger for hanging
the shades in the Ark.

Help us keep you informed and connected! Are you receiving our Weekly Update email? How about our calls that let you know about immediate
information? If you are not receiving either of these, contact Gabrielle
Pyles at gabrielle@lebanonpresbyterian.org or call 513-932-2751 so we
can add you to our congregational lists.

Medical Equipment
LPC has a few wheelchairs and other medical assisting equipment
that have been donated over the years. If you are in need or know
someone is, please call the church office at 513-932-2751.

Janie, Emmett and Andrew Bicknell
for cutting and removing a fallen tree
from a members yard.

To Request Prayer from Our
Praying Friends at LPC

The Reach Out Committee and Kathy
Brown for helping to supply a Thanksgiving Meal for the residents of Mary
Haven Youth Center.

prayerlist@lebanonpresbyterian.org will get your request to the Prayer
Warriors ASAP.
prayerrequest@lebanonpresbyterian.org will get your request to a staff
member who will handle your request confidentially and will only send
out information you would like shared with our Prayer Warriors.

If you have not been able to attend or are new to
Doug Pollock's God Space workshops being held
on Wednesday evenings at LPC we have posted
links to each weeks workshop on the front page
of the church's website: www. lebanonpresbyterian.org. Live streaming is available every
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. To get the link
go to LPC website.

Wednesday Nights Together Kids And...The Big Ten
by Tracy Untener
During this session of Wednesday Night Together Kids, the children are learning about the Ten Commandments, and
how they relate to Jesus' teachings, and apply to their lives today.
During the first session, we tried to build a “Javamoteck.” But, it was hard because we were never given any written
rules, and they kept being added and changed! We had a lot of fun as we learned that God’s rules never change and
are very clearly written out in our Bibles. He gave us the Ten Commandments to help keep us safe and guide our
lives down a good path.
We also found out that nobody can perfectly follow the Ten Commandments. The Israelites broke a commandment
before Moses was even back from Mount Sinai with the tablets! We discovered that we all mess up and sin sometimes. (It turns out we all disobey our parents or tell a lie every now and then. Who knew?) We could never earn our
way into heaven. That’s why God sent us Jesus! He helps us follow God’s commands, and He’s always there to forgive us when we make a bad choice.
We’d love to have your child join us! Each week is a new lesson, and we do review what we’ve already learned.
If your child(ren) would like to come, we start at 6:15 p.m. in room 301, on the third floor of the Christian Education
Building. There will be someone in the ARK (gym) to direct you when you arrive.

Finding Space by Andrew Johnson
This summer with Covid restrictions and sequestration, a role-playing
game, Among Us, exploded online. In August alone, it was downloaded
18.4 million times. The game was a phenomenon in American youth culture, and became a fun escape for teens, pre-teens, and gamers alike.
Players became blobby cartoon humanoids in space, performing various
tasks to win the game. But planted among the spaceship crew was an
imposter, whose only goal was to kill them. A typical plot of a Hollywood
blockbuster, right? As tasks were completed, and the crew was gradually
eliminated, the remaining members were tasked with rooting out the imposter among them by jettisoning the most suspicious into space. The
result was everyone was a “Sus” to everyone else on the ship. It was not a good recipe for developing relationships and
hints at real issues in our current society like suspicion, separation, and jettisoning people we don’t like.
Our culture was already trending towards isolation and now we feel we are more justified in doing our own thing. Doing
ministry with students during Covid hasn’t been easy. But with precautions, we meet without incident. At our meetings
you can sense a joy to be together. We can still build community and find Jesus. We are thankful for the facilities we
have at LPC that allow us to be creative in our programming.

Pick up is in their individual classrooms in the same area at 7:45 p.m.

Friends are always welcome!

On a cold and rainy Friday night before Christmas, we joined other youth groups to participate in a prayer walk in downtown Lebanon. Each group was assigned a two-block area. Our students took turns praying for each house along their
path. At the beginning, students prayed tentatively. Many felt awkward to say anything. But with each step, they grew in
confidence as they claimed God’s blessing and providence over every house. We prayed that Jesus would be known in
each house. We prayed that non-believers would find someone to tell them who Jesus is and what He has done.
Normally on Wednesdays, we gather in the youth room where we worship, play active games, and have students lead Bible studies. In January, we attended the God Space workshops with Doug Pollock, along with inter-generational participants. We learned how to share our faith by creating space for God to work through our relationships, drawing people to
Jesus. Like many adults, some students struggle with what to say to non-Christian and atheist friends. It is hard to be confident to share your faith when the world is telling you that no one wants to hear about righteousness or forgiveness as
expressed in the Bible or through Jesus. Opening ourselves up to creating God’s space in conversation takes the pressure
off of us. We are called to have conversations that glorify God and nudge people towards Jesus. Our students have experienced the safe space of our ministry and now are finding
space in conversations to share the gospel.

