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A Refuge in the Storm 

For almost a year now we’ve been living with Covid-19.  

The pandemic has been a strain on all of us.  Facemasks 
and rubber gloves have replaced hugs and handshakes.  
Nevertheless, the Lord is drawing new people to LPC.   
Despite the challenges and  craziness of Covid, many visi-
tors have found a home here.  You might wonder: how is 
that possible?   
 
Recently, I interviewed some 
of our new members.  I asked 
them to describe their experi-
ence of coming to LPC.  For 
many, it was the warmth of 
the congregation that attract-
ed them. 
 
“Everyone was so welcom-
ing,” said a young woman 
who works as a nurse at Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Cincinnati.  
“The minute we walked in, it 
felt like we belonged,”  
agreed her husband who 
studies accounting at Thomas 
Moore University. 
 
For others, it was the Biblical preaching that drew them to 
LPC.  “This church is solidly focused on Christ,”  said one 
man who works as a doctor at Bethesda North Hospital.  
“We felt like this is a place where we could grow.  Every 
Sunday, we hear a Biblical message that speaks to us.  
The message stays with us and my wife and I discuss it all 
during the week.” 
 
“This church is Bible-based,” said another new member. 
“They are preaching the Word.”  
 
For others, it was the opportunity to serve that attracted 
them. “I wanted to find a church where we could serve,” 
said one new member.  Since she began attending LPC, 
she has been involved in visiting the homebound, the Mon-
day night feeding ministry and collecting baby supplies for 
women with crisis pregnancies through the Elizabeth New 
Life Center.   

Another couple moved here recently from California.  They 
were planning to be near a family member who was sick 
with cancer, but she died before they got here.  With no 
friends in the area, they began looking for a place to wor-
ship.   Around that time, they met Doug Rhinehart who was 
doing some landscaping work for them.  Very quickly, Doug 
become a good friend and he invited them to worship at 
LPC. 

 
“We didn’t just find a 
church, we found a 
home,” said the hus-
band. “I wish I could get 
up in front of the whole 
church one Sunday 
morning and tell them 
what this church has 
meant to us!” 
 
Divorced, broke and on 
the verge of being 
homeless, one man 
moved to Lebanon     
looking for a job. For 
the first time in years, 

he began praying. One Sunday, he felt led to come to wor-
ship at LPC.   
 
“I had been looking for a church for a long time, but none of 
them invited me to come in,” he recalls.  “Five minutes after 
I walked in the door of LPC, I knew I had found a home.” 
 
A school teacher who joined LPC last year said that LPC 
has been like a refuge in the storm.  “During all of the crisis 
of Covid, it was worshipping at this church that kept me go-
ing week after week,” she said. 
 
For me, these comments confirm a very basic truth:  First 
impressions matter. In this pandemic, people are looking for 
hope, shelter and a place of refuge.  Our job is to make 
sure they find it. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 

Peter Non-Profit Organization 
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Lebanon Presbyterian Church 

 

123 N. East St.  513-932-2751 
Lebanon, OH  45036   
 

Worship Times 
 8:30 a.m.   Traditional Worship  
10 a.m.  Traditional Worship  
11 a.m.  Modern Worship  
 

Wednesday Nights Together  
 5:30 p.m.   Dinner in the Ark  
 6:15 p.m.   Classes and activities 

 
Senior Pastor            
The Rev. Peter Larson    

 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 
 

Like us on Facebook! 

Sunday, March 21 
 

Soldiers or Civilians? 
2 Timothy 2:1-13  

 

Sunday, March 28 
 

The Apprentice 
2 Timothy 2:14-26  

   
 

 

Sunday, March 7 
Communion Sunday 

 

The Last Lecture 
2 Timothy 1:1-7 

 

Sunday, March 14 
 

 

Not Ashamed  
2 Timothy 1:8-15  

Help us keep you informed and connected!  Are you receiving 
our Weekly Update email? How about our calls that let you 
know about immediate information?  If you are not receiving 
either of these, contact Gabrielle Pyles at 513-932-2751 or  
gabrielle@lebanonpresbyterian.org so we can add you to our 
congregational lists. 

Biblical preaching is one of the things that is drawing people to LPC. 



$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

$140,000

$160,000

$180,000

$200,000

2020 2021

Jan Income

Jan Expenses

iPray 
Jesus did not leave his disciples with a great deal of 
equipment.  What he left them, instead, was the simple, 
open ended gift of prayer that can supply every need. 
     - Dale Bruner 
 
Please pray for the following concerns of the church in 
the coming month: 
 
 For our Student Ministry Team, that God would 

guide them in making plans for the summer amid 
the uncertainties of Covid-19. 

 For our search committee and Session as they 
seek to hire an Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 
and Pastoral Care. 

 For our search committee as we seek a new organ-
ist. 

 For our Children’s Ministry Team as they host an 
Easter Journey Adventure on Saturday, March 27. 

 For our missionary in far-eastern Siberia, who 
reaches out to orphans and unreached people with 
the Gospel. 

 For spiritual revival of our church, community and 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy 
Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus. 

Session 
 

The  Session of LPC took the following actions at our February 16 monthly 
meeting and at a February 21 special meeting: 

 Approved (by profession of faith) students from the Kaleo class for 
membership in the church, including: Sam Sachs; Connor Smith; Meg 
Terrell and Reagan Williams. 

 Approved the following adults for membership in the church including: 
Devon and Maggie O’Bryon; Michael and Melody Bain and Daniel 
Frank. 

 Approved a request from Ron Anderson that his membership be trans-
ferred to Trinity Presbyterian Church in Westminster, Colorado. 

 Approved a request from Patty Rhinehart to be removed from the 
membership rolls because she is living in California. 

 Approved a recommendation from the Children’s Ministry Team to   
collect donations for Hope’s Chest, which provides pajamas for chil-
dren and students living in foster homes.  

 Received a report from elders who attended the Feb. 19 meeting of 
Midwest Presbytery held at Kirkmont EPC in Beaver Creek. 

 Received a report from the Finance Ministry Team that our monthly 
income for  January was $184,614, which exceeded our expenses by 
$91,000.  

Financial Giving 
  
As always, we rely on your faithful giving to 

support the mission and ministry of LPC. 

You can send your pledge by mail or you 

can take advantage of the online giving. To 

begin online giving just go to our church 

website at lebanonpresbyterian.org or text 

“give” to 513-443-5522, or scan the QR 

code below, by going to your camera and 

focusing on the code, then just touch the 

website QR code banner that pops up on 

your phone.  You will be directed to the 

Suran website for giving at LPC.  
  

LPC Income and Expenses Obedience by Rev. John Morris 

 

According to Merriam-Webster, obedience’s definition is “the act or 

instance of obeying; the quality or state of being obedient.” Further-

more, the definition of obedient is “submissive to the restraint or 

command of authority: willing to obey.” 

 

Therefore, the meaning of Christian obedience is the act of submit-

ting (obeying) the commands (laws) of God, the highest authority, 

creator, and Father of mankind. If you have faith in God and believe 

Christianity is the truth, obedience is the practice of living by faith, 

obeying the teachings of the Bible (www.learnreligions.com): 
 

I John 5:2-3/Obedience to God proves our love for Him 

I John 2:3-6/Demonstrates our faithfulness to Him 

I Peter 2:12/Glorifies Him to the world 

John 13:17/Opens avenues of blessing for us 

Hebrews 11:6/Faith is necessary to please God 

I John 2:3/Obedience is actually part of our assurance that we 

truly know God 

 

More on obedience: 

Psalm 128:1, James 1:22-25, Psalm 119:1-2, Hebrews 10:16-17 

 

The only way to succeed as a Christian is to base your life on the 

foundation of obedience to Jesus Christ.                                                                                                             

 

Deacons Transportation and  

Hands-On Ministries 
 

Provides assistance to LPC congregation who need 

help with minor indoor/outdoor chores (changing 

light bulbs, shoveling walks, running an errand and 

helping with a move). We are also happy to provide 

transportation to an appointment, shopping, or visit-

ing a friend. We will make every effort to meet your 

needs in any kind of emergency.  Contact John Mor-

ris in the church office at 513-932-2751 to engage 

any of our services. 

 

More Deacon Ministry  

Reminders 
 

Need a meal(s)? We’ve got great cooks. 
 

Would you like us to visit you? We’ve got eager              
      listeners. 
 

As a caregiver would you like a break? We can  
      HELP. 
 

Having a financial hiccup? We can work with you. 
 

If you need help with any of the above items, please 
call John Morris in the church office at 513-932-
2751. 

 

 

Seniors/Prime Timers 
 

Join Us in the BIG CIRCLE 
Tuesday, March 23 from 2-4.p.m. 

in the Ark at LPC 
 

We will observe social distancing  
with masks, gloves are optional 

 

We will have quality conversation  
with the aid of a microphone 

 

We can provide transportation to and from 
 

We will hold a brief worship time 
 

We will send you home with a goody bag             
along with continued survival ideas 

 
 

RSVP by March 21 to John Morris at  
513-932-2751.  Please  

Indicate if transportation  
is needed. 

 



What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely 
Remember When... 
 

Remember when we were together for Easter?  I was struck with this thought today. The last time the congregation was 

together, in the church for Easter was in 2019, another decade. I don’t say this to bring anybody down. Rather to say that I 

am excited to know that we are at least taking some steps to get closer to our pre-COVID memories of Easter and Holy 

Week. 

 

We’re still doing everything we can to keep everyone safe and are not taking any unnecessary risks. We are doing our 

best to bring back a sense of being together as we celebrate, remember, and worship our God and all He has done for us. 

We will wave the palms on Palm Sunday. We will share in communion in a Maundy Thursday service. We will hear medita-

tions on the seven last words of Christ on Good Friday. And we will rejoice in the risen King on Easter Sunday! We are 

working on bringing back as many elements as we safely can and I would covet your prayers over everyone involved in 

preparing for Holy Week.  

 

Holy Week Schedule  
 

Palm Sunday, March 28  

 Palms, Hosannas, and a message from Peter: The Apprentice. 
 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1  

We will gather in the Sanctuary and live stream at 7 p.m. to  

remember the Last Supper with hymns, communion and  

a message from Peter. 
 

 

 

Good Friday, April 2 

At 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary and live stream, we will share in special 

music, hymns, and Meditations on the Seven Last Words of 

Christ, offered by members of the congregation. 
 

 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! We will celebrate 
the one thing that connects and defines us all. The 
glorious hymns and anthems, the joy of celebrating, of 
worshipping our risen Lord, and Peter will lead us in 
an exploration of the Evidence for Easter. 

 

Children’s Ministry News   by Tracy Untener 
 

 

 
 

Easter Journey Adventure 
 

Saturday, March 27 

10 a.m. in the Ark  
 

Come join us for this interactive family journey!  
 
We'll travel through the Easter story and make stops along the way for crafts and activities that help us think about the true 
meaning of this very important story. 
 
Friends are Welcome! 
 
Look for a sign up link in the LPC Weekly Updates!  Seating will be limited due to Covid-19 Safety Precautions.*  
 
*All families will sit at their own pre-sanitized tables for proper social distancing. Food, activities, and crafts will 
be brought to the tables.  

 

Family Movie Night  
is Back! 

 

Come and enjoy pizza and snacks 

Date:  Friday, March 5  

Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Where: The Ark 

Invite your friends! 
 

Bring camping chairs or  
blankets to sit on. 

 

Cost: FREE! 



Thank You 

This month we honor the following men and women 

for their loving service to Jesus Christ and the 

church. 

 

Dave Lupberger for recycling boxes from new 

round tables. 

 

Rick Oliver for repair work on toilets. 

 

Phil Craig for pre-salting on several occasions.  

 

Rick Oliver for Sunday morning shoveling. 

 

Dave Lupberger, Steve Newby, Rick Oliver, Mike 

(Donna) Schneider and Neil Tunison for clearing 

the sidewalks, stairs and walkways after our big 

snow and ice storm. 

 

Nina Dorsch for organizing the God Space Class 

with Doug Pollock. 

 

John and Fran Morris for providing  pastoral care 

to our congregation. 

 

Tari Heath, Rachel Sachs and Patty Corfman  for 

sharing their musical gifts in worship. 

 

Mike (Amy) Schneider for his superb leadership of 

the Associate Pastor Search Team. 

 

George Meloy for organizing visits of our lay pasto-

ral care teams. 

 

The LPC Deacons for serving delicious meals on 

Wednesday nights. 

 

 

 

 

Dear LPC Family, 

 

We wish to thank all the dear friends and church fami-

ly for the outpouring of love, prayers, cards, and kind-

ness since my recent cancer diagnosis. The prayer 

support has definitely been felt, giving much peace. It 

has been a source of strength and hope which keeps 

us focused one day at a time and seeking the Lord to 

order each day. Appointments have "fallen into place" 

before our asking during the winter storms. Thank you 

dear praying family. May you be abundantly blessed 

for your faithfulness!  

  Don & Paula Bohl 

 
 

raised.  We can all do our part to keep LPC bat free by only 
opening windows if they have a screen and making sure 
doors are closed tight.  They only need a tiny space to enter 
and a moment of time to get in.  So, if you see a door 
propped open – please close it.  It has been reported on 
several occasions, especially in the early morning dawn 
hours and evening dusk hours, that bats are circling the 
building looking for a way to get in.  They also like to hang 
out in nearby trees waiting for an opening.   We could use 
everyone’s help in keeping LPC a bat free area.   
 
Coming in April, weather permitting, the back parking lot will 
receive some much needed repair.  The concrete parking 
area in the center of the lot along with the entrance/exit 
aprons will be torn out and replaced.  Once this work is 
complete, new lines will be painted.  The blacktop surround-
ing the concrete will remain as is.   
 
As always, we appreciate your continued generosity which 
allows all of this to happen.    

LPC Building and Grounds  
 
Your Buildings and Grounds Team has been hard at work 
along with other LPC volunteers.  Here are some of the 
projects we have been working on.   
 
Most of our indoor painting projects are complete.  Pro-
jects like the Ark, Welcome Center, Narthex, select stair-
wells, and hallways were done professionally while others 
were completed by our dedicated volunteers.  Our volun-
teers tackled some of the classrooms and hallways along 
with Fellowship Hall.  These projects have brought some 
added warmth to our building and have really enhanced 
these areas.  
 
If you had a meal in the Ark, you probably noticed a good 
number of our tables were damaged, cracked and taped.  
Well, we replaced 20 of these round tables and are excit-
ed to report that we were able to donate the old tables to 
other organizations including a new church in Har-
veysburg, Ohio who is just starting out.   
 
Also new in the Ark are 21 motorized window shades.  
With a push of a button, these shades lower and block 
sunlight from streaming in during the Sunday morning 
service.  This has greatly enhanced the worship experi-
ence for our third service by eliminating streams of light 
and glare on the stage and screens.  To help safeguard 
these shades during the many activities we hold in the 
Ark, boxes were built, painted and installed to protect and 
conceal the shades.   
 
We have updated the phone system in the church office.  
After many years of service, our last system was not func-
tioning properly and needed to be replaced.  The office 
staff and volunteers appreciated your patience as they 
learned the new system.   
 
Something you may not have been aware of - LPC was 
home to a family of bats.  However, they have been en-

couraged to leave and 
we have sealed up 
potential entry places.  
All of this was at an 
expense in excess of 
$20,000.  To protect 
our investment, it is 
important to help keep 
the bats from return-
ing because they do 
in fact like to return to 
where they were 

Interfaith Hospitality Thank You’s 
 
Good morning Chris, 
 
I want to thank you again for your dedication to the IHN/ Family 
Promise ministry.  It was good to talk with you and hear your 
thoughts and concerns about meal planning for our families in 
shelter.  I will share your recommendations with Linda and 
Nichole.  You and the team at LPC are appreciated as you pre-
pare meals and perhaps some craft items for the parents and chil-
dren who are struggling and yet determined to find a home.  And 
they are grateful for what you are doing for them, as well.   
 
During this stressful time of Covid 19 you all continue to step up to 
provide support to the families who are experiencing the stress of 
homelessness while working on their case plans to find a new 
place to live.  It is difficult for them and continues to be so for all 
our volunteers as we do not see and interact with the parents as 
well as the children.  But, together, we are making a difference in 
their lives.   
 
Blessings to each of you and the good folks at Lebanon Presby-
terian Church.  Please take the opportunity to share our gratitude 
with the other volunteers who make this all possible for the par-
ents and their children.  And please do not hesitate to contact me 
with any additional questions or concerns that you experienced 
during your rotation week.  Thank you!  Also I would ask that you 
share our gratitude with Pastor Larson as I do not have an email 
for him.  Thank you! 
 
 Rev. Mary Joseph,  
 Co-Chair for the Host Recruitment & Retention team 
 
 
The week of January 17, we hosted families from the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network of Warren County. Here are some letters we 
received. 
 
Thank you guys so much for everything. So excited to read the 
book you sent me. I hope you know how much you guys are ap-
preciated! So much more than I’m able to explain. Thank you. 
Briana (25), Zaelynn(3), Zaevior(3) 
 
So many blessings this week! Thank you for making April’s birth-
day so special!! The cupcakes were delicious. The apple pie bars 
were my favorite. The cards and notes are so uplifting and reas-
suring. One arrived on the evening of a particularly hard day for 
me. Oh, how it lightened my spirit! The white chili was our favorite 
dinner. The broth was delicious and soothing. The biscuits and 
gravy breakfast was like being at home! The cheesecake and 
peaches on Tuesday night was our all time favorite dessert. I 
wonder if I ever will enjoy anything like that again. Thank you so 
much. Pam(66), April(16). 



Listening to the Church  by Andrew Johnson 
 
We often look at the next up and coming generation with distain and mistrust. Why do we mistrust the next generation?  
Often the values of generations seem to conflict and cause friction in relationships. Because of a difference in values we 
often begin to think of other people as foreign other. This has happened throughout history between people groups and 
nations. But today it is happening in our country and within our culture.  We are being divided into ever smaller and smaller 
subgroups of people and we seem to be pitted against each other in some odd fruitless game.  What if the Church was 
different than the world? What if the Church was a place where generations come together and are united together in mis-
sion, ministry and culture? 
 
At our God Space six-week event, we got to see a small glimpse of what that can look like. We saw generations in the 
church learning together.  When the mission of God is front and center all generations can come together to complete it.  
Many of you commented saying, “It was so good to see the students in the room with us” and some of you went beyond 
seeing the students and engaged them in conversation before and after the event.  The students’ favorite part of the multi-
night meetings was the gathering together to discuss the various prompts and questions that Doug Pollock posed to us.  
The students found the call to “listen” to be the most compelling of the points presented.  Many of them said that they are 
quick to speak their opinions and late to listen. They have been encouraged to begin to ask curious wondering questions 
instead of preaching sermons. They want to be better listeners for the God’s mission on earth. 
 
If you found yourself wondering where your “Gospel postal route” might be, consider the people you meeting and talk to in 
our church.  Are you having spiritual conversations with your friends and with other members of our church?  Are you lis-
tening to where your brothers and sisters are in their faith?  Do you ask curious, wondering questions to fellow church 
members?  Do you see the hurt, pain and loneliness in our own church?  Do you see the lost people who sit next you in 
the pew? It is so great that our church is a church where generations come together to listen to each other and to fellow-
ship together.  What if LPC was a place where generations listened to one another and grew together in Christ? 

Student Responses to God Space Jan-Feb 2021 
 

I loved the small group discussions." 

"Doug was entertaining and used stories to make it ac-
cessible." 

"It was great to be able to talk with other people at my 
table and get different points of view" 

"Through God Space I can recognize where I’ve fallen in 
evangelism and how I can do better." 

"I’m going to listen before saying my opinion." 

"Everyone is at a different place with their faith so they 
can’t be treated the same." 

"I’ve learned how to be a better listener." 

"Listening is so important." 

"It was helpful to learn new things about how non-
Christians act and think" 

"I’ve learned how to listen better and to not force        
Christianity on people." 

"I don’t feel afraid to say I’m a Christian anymore." 

"I’ve learned that you can’t really convert someone by 
arguing with them." 

"I’m going to try to look at things from the perspective of 
a non-Christian during conversations." 

"It taught me how to be a better listener." 

Adult Responses to God Space Jan-Feb 2021 
 

"Doug presented concepts that work anytime, anywhere. 
COVID or not!" 

"God Space helped me realize sharing my faith is devel-
oping relationships with small conversations over time." 

"Our attitude for first approaches should be to love them 
and listen carefully to what they have to say." 

"It is possible to have spiritual conversations with other 
people who are not like me." 

"I learned I need to listen more and become attuned to 
others’ needs." 

"He [Doug Pollock] was real!"   

"I wonder.... " 

Kaleo 
 

This month we welcome our Kaleo confirmation 
students as full members into our LPC Family.  At 
LPC, we believe it is so important for young peo-
ple to decide to carry their faith in Christ for them-
selves. The Kaleo students journeyed with Elder 
Mentors through our Kaleo Membership Class.  
Students and their Elders met numerous times to 
learn and talk about what it means to know and 
follow Jesus Christ.  Through the class, they dis-
cussed church membership and expressed genu-
ine faith and desire to join our LPC Family.  
Please welcome the following students as broth-
ers and sisters in Christ:  Sam Sachs (Elder: Tom 
Way), Connor Smith (Elder: Chuck Duerré), Meg 
Terrell (Elder: Yvonne Kempf), Reagan Williams 
(Elder: Terri Catanzaro). 

Wednesday Nights Together God’s Space workshop. 

LPC Photo Directory  
 

The Photo Directory Committee is pleased to announce 
that the new directories will soon be available for pickup.  
We would like to thank the LPC family of faith for their pa-
tience during this long detailed process.  The committee 
all agrees that you will be pleased with the final product 
and it will be a wonderful resource for our church.  The 
directories will be arriving soon and a notice will be placed 
in the Weekly Update email.   
 

The directories may be picked up in the church office    
during regular business office hours Mon-Thurs 8 to 4 
p.m. and Friday 8 to 3 p.m. or between services on     
Sunday mornings.  If your photo appears in the directory 
you will receive a FREE directory or if you would like to 
purchase a copy, you may do so for $15.    


