What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near
leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain)

Benediction

		

The Rev. Peter Larson

Postlude
				
		 Prelude in C minor J. S. Bach

Daniel Sachs

* Please stand if you are able
Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.
We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services
and there is a chance your image will be captured on video.
If this is a concern, please contact a staff member.
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Sunday, February 28, 2021
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

WE GATHER

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude

		

		 Beyond The Shadows

The Rev. Peter Larson

Patty Corfman, Oboe and Daniel Sachs, Piano
by James Michael Stevens

*Call to Worship (Psalm 138)
The Rev. Peter Larson
Leader: I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart.
People: I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise
your name for your love and faithfulness.
Leader: For you have exalted above all things your name and
your word.
People: When I called, you answered me: you made me bold and
strong-hearted.
Leader: May all the kings of the earth praise you, O Lord, when
they hear the words of your mouth.
All:
May they sing of the ways of the Lord, for the glory of the
Lord is great.
*Opening Hymn
		 To God be the Glory
To God be the glory, great things he hath done,
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he hath done.
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Refrain)
Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain)

WE PRAY						
		

Prayer of Confession

Andrew Johnson 8:30
The Rev. Randy Fannin 10:00

Lord Jesus, you have told us to ask, to seek and to knock. And yet,
so often we struggle with prayer. We ask, but you do not answer.
We seek, but we do not find. We knock, but it seems like the door
is shut and will never open. As a result, we feel discouraged and
disappointed. We begin to believe that prayer doesn’t work. Lord,
forgive us for our impatience. Forgive us, for losing hope. Lord,
teach us to pray correctly, with a meek and submissive spirit. Teach
us to wait on the Lord and not lose hope. Teach us the patience of

unanswered prayer. In times of trial, give us faith and assurance.
In times of disappointment, help us to cling to your Word and trust
in your promises. In times when our prayers seem to go unanswered, help us to persist and persevere. We pray in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, AMEN.

*Hymn
		 I Need Thee Every Hour
I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord;
no tender voice like thine can peace afford.
Refrain
I need thee, O I need thee,
every hour I need thee;
O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee!

Assurance of Pardon
* Response
God Will Take Care of You
Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
beneath his wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.
God will take care of you,
through every day, o’er all the way;
he will take care of you,
God will take care of you.
Prayers of the People			

I need thee every hour, stay thou near by;
temptations lose their power when thou art nigh. (Refrain)
I need thee every hour in joy or pain;
come quickly and abide or life is vain. (Refrain)
I need thee every hour, most Holy One;
O make me thine indeed, thou blessed Son! (Refrain)

The Rev. John Morris

Second Scripture Reading			

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD			
Prayer of Dedication
Offertory

		 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

		 Luke 18:1-8
Nina Dorsch 8:30
Daniel Frank 10:00
Rachel and Daniel Sachs
arr. Mark Hayes

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Scripture Reading			
1 Samuel 1:1-2; 9-18
Tari Heath
1
There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the
hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an
Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the
other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.
9
Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh,
Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by
the doorpost of the Lord’s house. 10 In her deep anguish Hannah
prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery
and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a
son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life,
and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 12 As she kept on
praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not
heard. Eli thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, “How long
are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.” 15 “Not so, my
lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I
have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul
to the Lord. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I
have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” 17 Eli
answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you
what you have asked of him.” 18 She said, “May your servant find
favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something,
and her face was no longer downcast.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town
there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people
thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming
to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’
4
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even
though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so
that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 6 And the Lord
said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God
bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day
and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
1

Sermon					

		 Persevering in Prayer

The Rev. Peter Larson

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn
		Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain)

