Preaching Schedule
Sunday, June 6

Sunday, June 20
Father’s Day

Communion Sunday

Is God Good?

In the Beginning
Genesis 1:1-12

Genesis 1:27-31

Sunday, June 13

Sunday, June 27

Let Us Make Man

What is Marriage?

Genesis 1:24-27

Genesis 2:18-25
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Dating the Church
I was talking recently with a friend who has attended LPC
for many years but she had never actually joined. She said
to me: “Peter, I’ve been dating this church long enough -It’s time to get married!”

never really grow. The person who searches for the perfect
church will never be satisfied. The person who shows up
for worship once a month will miss out on the mystery and
miracle of belonging to the family of God.

Are you dating the church? Many people do that. Instead
of making a serious commitment, they drift from church to
church. If they begin to feel dissatisfied, they move on. It’s
like one of those dating apps
where you scroll through endless profiles, searching for the
perfect partner.

When I was 29 years old, I began attending a Presbyterian
Church in Texas. Before long, they asked me if I wanted to
join. For me, that was a great turning point in my faith!
Very quickly, the church became my home and my family.
Soon, I was teaching Sunday
School for senior high students
and visiting shut-ins.

Of course, there are advantages to dating. When
you’re dating someone, you
have complete freedom.
When you’re dating someone,
there is no responsibility. No
one expects you to take out
the trash or clean the toilet.
When you’re dating someone, you keep your options open.

In many churches today,
church membership is no longer emphasized. I believe that
is a serious mistake. You see,
the church is the Body of
Christ. Together, we are members of his Body. Spiritually,
we cannot exist apart from the body.

Marriage, however, requires total commitment. In marriage,
you give up your freedom. You cannot leave or walk away.
In marriage, the cost is great: it involves duty, responsibility, service and sacrifice.

In the words of Thom Ranier, “God did not design us to
grow in isolation. Being on a spiritual island is lonely. The
church is a community of imperfect people serving a perfect
savior together. Personally committing to church membership will help you grow spiritually.”

So why do people get married? Because the joy of marriage is far greater than a lifetime of casual dating. Without
the bond of marriage, our relationships will remain shallow
and superficial. For love to grow and flourish, we need to
be deeply rooted in the commitment of marriage.

Are you dating the church? If so, I encourage you to take
the step of membership. We will be offering a new member’s class in August. I’d love to see you there!

The Christian faith is like that. To grow and flourish in our
faith, we need to be deeply committed to Jesus and his
people. The person who drifts from church to church will

Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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Thank You

iPray

by Stephanie Poblenz
What a blessing this first month of ministry has been! When
people ask me how starting up this role has been, I respond
often with it feels like I have been here much longer, in the
best way possible! I attribute a lot of that to how lovingly Matt
and I (and Luther!) were welcomed into this amazing church
family. To the 20 people who showed up to help us unpack,
THANK YOU! To all those who welcomed us through the picnic, THANK YOU! To everyone who has had grace for us as
we learn and remember names, THANK YOU!

One of the sweetest things I have been able to experience
throughout these first few weeks has been getting the chance
to meet so many in our congregation who have a heart for
the Lord and the ministry He is doing in our community. Hearing from the Children’s team and their exciting plans for VBS
and Sunday School. Talking with Reach Out and Small
Groups envisioning how God is using our congregation to
reach the lost and to bring about discipleship. Of course, working closely with the Deacons and how they are doing an excellent job ministering to all of those who may need care and compassion. The Lord is gracious! It has been an honor to
dive into ministry and see all of the things God is already doing in and through the lay leaders of the church.
It has also been a great joy to meet with our Family Ministry Team: Andrew Johnson, Student Ministry Director and Tracy
Untener, Children’s Ministry Leader and lead them into the summer. The newest member of the team (even newer than
me!) is Chloe Larson who is the Summer Intern. She will be working with all of the newly graduated High School seniors,
as well as any current college-aged students who are home for the summer. When asked about what she is most excited
about for the internship, she responded, “getting to spend time getting to know more college aged Christians”. She will be
providing a weekly Bible study and will be around on Sunday mornings. When you see her in the hallways make sure to
say hello and send any college aged student her way!
Overall, it has been a gift to spend time getting to know this beautiful church family over the past couple of weeks, and I am
so excited to continue to learn and minister alongside you. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you need anything at all,
or if you would like to get together to get to know me more! I am happily available.
Blessings, Stephanie

We should pray hardest when it’s hardest to pray. Not to pray
because you don’t feel like it is like not taking medicine because you feel too ill.
- Charles Spurgeon

$600,000

Jan-April Income
Jan-April Expense
$500,000

Please pray for the following concerns of the church in the
coming month:


For our Boy Scout Troop 186 as they leave June 13 for a
week of high adventure backpacking at Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico.

$400,000



For our mission partner, India Gospel League, as they
respond to a serious outbreak of Covid-19 in India.

$300,000



For our children’s ministry team as they prepare to lead
Vacation Bible School June 16-17.

$200,000

For our student ministry team as they spend a week serving in local mission projects leading up to the all-church
rummage sale on June 12.

$100,000





For Stephanie Poblenz as she starts her ministry at LPC
that God would give her wisdom, energy and grace.



For the spiritual renewal of our church, community and the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy Spirit
would deepen our love for Jesus Christ.

$0

2020

Session
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our May 17 monthly meeting:





Summer Class



Prayer: From Reluctance to Relationship



Prayer is one of the great mysteries about God. Why do we need to pray if God already knows everything? Why is
it sometimes hard to pray? How do we know we’re doing it right? What about when God is silent? We have so
many questions about prayer. In this class, we will look at some of our prayer dilemmas and questions through the
lens of the Bible. We’ll look at how the people within its pages approached a Holy God in conversation, and how
we can do that too. Join us for “Prayer: From Reluctance to Relationship” on Wednesdays beginning June 30
through August 4. The Deacons have graciously agreed to provide a lite meal at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall Room
101 with class in Room 102 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. To register for the class go to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AA5AC2CA7FE3-summer.

LPC Income and Expenses






Approved Terri Catanzaro, Karen Kilpatrick, Inga Kimple and Carolyn Lucke as Elder
Commissioners to attend the EPC General Assembly to be held June 22-25 in Memphis, Tennessee.
Approved a request from 4-H of Warren County to hold an art camp at LPC June 21 22.
Received a report from the Finance Team that our year-to-date income (for the end of
April) was $522,285 and our year-to-date expenses were $412,877.
Received a report from the Finance Team that our federal SBA loan (received during
the Covid crisis last year) has been forgiven.
Approved a recommendation from the Adult Education Ministry Team to cancel the 10
a.m. worship service on Sunday, Sept. 12 so that we can invite the entire congregation to attend a Kickoff Breakfast that morning.
Approved a recommendation from the Children’s Ministry Team to collect money and
baby supplies at Vacation Bible School to be donated to the Elizabeth New Life Center to assist mothers with crisis pregnancies.
Approved a motion from the Personnel Team to hire Mary Lou Kusler and Carrie Huth
to job-share the Playschool Teacher position.
Approved a motion from Personnel to hire Chloe Larson as our summer intern for
young adult ministry.
Approved a recommendation from the Mission Ministry Team to collect a love offering
for Connie Tunison who is retiring after 25 years of teaching in our LPC Playschool.

2021

Financial Giving
As always,
we rely on
your faithful
giving to
support the
mission and
ministry of LPC. You can
send your pledge by mail or
you can take advantage of
the online giving. To begin
online giving just go to our
church website at lebanonpresbyterian.org or text
“give” to 513-443-5522, or
scan the QR code below, by
going to your camera and
focusing on the code, then
just touch the website QR
code banner that pops up on
your phone. You will be directed to the Suran website
for giving at LPC.

Children’s Ministry News

by Tracy Untener

Engage Sunday School Class Asks Bold Questions
Our fourth through sixth grade Sunday School class is delving into deep topics that preteens begin to have questions
about as they strive to make their faith their own. Using Group’s Be Bold curriculum as a springboard, they discuss hard to
answer questions and look at what the Bible has to say about them.
When asked to talk about a couple of the questions that they’ve studied, here’s what they had to say:
Question: Is it okay to be rich?
Answers from the kids: It’s okay to be rich if you’re using your money in a good way, to help people. It's the love of money that isn’t okay, not whether you have it or not.
Question: Why does God let bad things happen?
Answers from the kids: Sometimes God uses what happens to us to teach us something. Also, even when we don’t know
the answer to this question, we can trust that God never leaves us alone when we’re going through a rough time. He’s
always there to help us.
The kids also still have some big questions they’d like to learn more about like: What is heaven like? How does time work
for God? What did God do before He created us? How big is Heaven, and how do we find people we want to see when
we get there? If we are to love our enemies, do we need to feel love for them or just act lovingly towards them? And finally, why would Jesus choose to die on a cross for me when I don’t deserve it?
Sometimes when they are at school or at home, the kids are reminded of what they’ve learned, and depending on the circumstance, have been able to share with others. Also, what they’re learning helps them to leave thinking about what they
need to begin to do differently to follow God just a little bit better.
They go straight to the Bible for the answers to their questions, not to any other sources or experts. That’s what’s great
about their class. Through all their discussions, they’ve learned that, even though sometimes their questions aren’t fully
answered, they can still trust God and have faith.

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

You Are Loved
An Interview with Jan and Mike Watsell
Hopefully, we have all heard those words. We understand that God loves us. We
know the love of friends and family. But how often do we think about the powerful
fact that as PART of a community of faith, we are loved BY that community of faith.
Sometimes that love is easy to see and feel. Like when a friend lends a helping
hand or cooks a meal. Or how about every Sunday morning when we get to experience worship together? The work of so many people, from our Pastors to the musicians, readers, ushers, teachers, all giving of themselves to create space for us to
be together in worship.
You are loved.
But it goes even farther. What about the efforts of people who are behind the
scenes? What about the ones who love us enough to set up, manage, prepare,
serve, love when no one else is around? Thinking about this, I’ve been reminded of
Jan and Mike Watsell. Now, Jan serves on session and various ministry teams, but
did you know that she and Mike “adopted” the Sanctuary a few years ago and have
been the ones who are changing banners, bringing in greenery and flowers, decorating for Advent, Lent, etc. They are here selflessly when no one
else is around making sure that our experience of worship is beautiful and
a blessing to God and to all who gather here.
You are loved.
I asked Jan and Mike what it means to them to do this work. They said,
“The reason we have continued our commitment is because we both see it
as a way to bring Glory to God and to serve Him while working together as
Christians. The special meaning it brings us is serving both God and our
church community with the hope that we are ministering His Word through
an aesthetic atmosphere for the Sanctuary and surrounding areas. We feel
the maintaining of the sanctuary actually brings us closer to God.”
They would be the first to tell you that although they enjoy working in the
Sanctuary when it’s just the two of them, they also are very much aware
that they are loved as well and are not alone in this effort. “Sometimes we
are blessed with the help of other LPC members for special projects or the giving of their resources.”
The work of Jan and Mike in the Sanctuary is huge, but it is not the only example. Did you every stop to think about the
chairs being set up for worship in the Ark when you come in to worship each week? Different teams volunteer to come in
on Saturday mornings to do this for you. Once a month, Gary Ensing does it all by himself and he wouldn’t have it any other way.
You are loved.
So my friends, I pray you feel this love and that you, in turn, find your own way to serve God and love your LPC family.

Thank You

Chloe Larson Joins Staff as Summer Intern
For several years now our church has hired a summer intern to coordinate ministry for college students who are home for
the summer. Our intern this year is Chloe Larson, a senior at Miami University.

Dear God’s Family,
My thanks to God’s family for your loving
kindness over the years. Let God’s loving
arms wrap around each of you as you go
about His daily work and presence. What
comfort that He is close.
Love, Pat Creech
Dear LPC Family,
Thank you for the beautiful cards and especially your prayers for Ken’s Mom’s passing in
April and our Mom’s passing in May. They
enjoyed a long life, will be greatly missed by
us, our families and friends, and are now in
the loving arms of Jesus! We will have private graveside services for Ken's Mom in
June and our Mom at a later date in Massachusetts. Please continue to pray for us as
we go through the coming days, weeks and
months to come. Blessings to you all.
Connie Purdum and family,
Karen Day and family, and
Lois and Ken Hollon
Dear LPC family,
Jesus like his step-father was a carpenter in
his early years before becoming our teacher. Our special thanks to Chuck Duerre', Dick
Wilson, Eric Hancock and Tom Davidson,
LPC's own wonderful talented Bible study
carpenters, for their beautiful workmanship in
making the Lenten crosses for the Sanctuary. They took our vision and made pieces of
art for us to work with. We were all truly
blessed!
In His Service, Jan and Mike Watsell
Dear LPC Friends,
Thank you for your gift of $1,700 to help us
mobilize prayer efforts for our EPC missionaries around the globe. Prayer is the imperative
prerequisite for effective evangelism and sustainable church planting overseas. I personally lead or participate in 10 online or inperson prayer meetings with people from different parts of the United States. We continue
to pray for the Malay people, the Pashtun
people and Albanian Muslims in northern
Macedonia as well as other unreached people
groups. Diane and I deeply appreciate your
prayer and financial partnership with us in our
ministry. God bless you!
Phil and Diane Thrash,
EPC World Outreach

Chloe, 21, grew up as a “preacher’s kid,” the daughter of Pastor Peter Larson. However, she struggled with her self-image
and wanting to fit in with the “cool kids” and the partying scene. It wasn’t until high school that she understood the message
of the Gospel and Jesus “grabbed hold” of her heart.

June 12 from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
All proceeds go to LPC Missions
Please donate your treasures to support the missions of our church –
Gently used clothing, shoes, household items, books, etc.
Unfortunately we cannot accept or resell old TVs, computers, out dated electronics, rusted bikes, power tools that do not work, broken
items, extra large heavy furniture or woodworking equipment, old encyclopedia sets, boxes of National Geographic, mattresses or baby
beds and car seats that are out of compliance with safety standards.
Donations can be dropped off at the church Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. June 9-11. To have donations picked up
call Barbara Aberlin at 513-607-1725.
Volunteers are needed to help. Please call Debbie Snider at 513-9322789 or go to https://www.signupgenius.com
go/10C0849AAAF2BA1F58-rummage.

This month we honor the following men
and women for their loving service to Jesus Christ and the church.
Dave and Patty Kuyper for electrical
work around the church.
Dave Lupberger, Rick Oliver, Mike
(Donna) Schneider and Mike Vezmar for day two of laying mulch.
Steve Newby and Mike Vezmar for replacing ceiling tiles.
Scott Hobbs for replacing light bulbs in the Ark.
Rita Poth for providing hospitality for a church revitalization workshop
sponsored by Midwest Presbytery of the EPC and for coordinating the
catered luncheon for our senior high graduates.
Rhea Vezmar, Rick Beckwith, George Meloy and Lana Johnson for
serving as volunteers in our church office.
Tari Heath for leading a women’s musical ensemble to sing in worship.
Chris Dorsch for his leadership of our ReachOut Team.

“He showed me that I was worth everything to him,” she explains. “I felt liberated from the loneliness I had been dwelling
in. From that moment on, I actively began to seek a deeper understanding of His love and what He wants for me.”
During her years at Miami University, Chloe has served as a Young Life volunteer, ministering to students at Edgewood
High School. She also serves as discipleship coordinator for the Greek Gathering, an organization that provides mentors
for sorority members who are seeking someone to guide them in their Christian faith.
Chloe is majoring in psychology and wants to become a marriage and family counselor. In her free time, she enjoys training and competing with her quarter horse, Creed. She is excited about working with college-age students this summer.
“It’s easy to fall into a summer slump because you are living at home again and the routine of your everyday life looks different,” she explains. “The summer Bible study and other opportunities for building relationships are what encouraged me
to return to campus with a desire to work for the salvation of my college peers. I feel called to be a seed-planter.”

Connie Tunison Retiring as
Playschool Director
Sometimes mission assignments and people match perfectly—such
has been the case with Connie Tunison and Playschool. Connie is
retiring this year after 24 years as director and one year as a trainee
(plus two years as a preschool/daycare teacher). You may think
Connie quiet and humble, but what an impact she has made on Lebanon and LPC!
Playschool was started in 1968 at LPC by the late Marian Haven, to
help children needing some extra experience prepare for KindergarConnie Tunison (left) and Julie Crago
ten. Marian served 29 years as director and was Connie’s mentor.
During that time, an average of 12 children a year have come
through our doors to learn, to play, to go on fieldtrips, & to begin their Christian walk.
The Playschool & Preschool/Daycare programs occasionally overlap, but Playschool is a local mission of the church, under the Mission Committee. Children come for a variety of reasons, some related to financial need but sometimes, a parent
might lose a job, there is illness in the family, or the child is a recent immigrant needing to learn to speak English. This
program is fully funded by Missions and families are not charged tuition.
The Playschool director and teacher take turns driving the LPC bus to pick up children in the morning & parents pick up
the children at noon. As director, Connie has planned the curriculum, which touches on everything a child will need to navigate in the larger school environment, from manners to hygiene to sharing.
“Playschool is showing the love of Christ through education, music, science, and social issues,” Connie said. “It is also an
education for the parents, modeling parenting skills, and being part of a school community. To many parents it is important
that we are a Christian program.”
Connie is the wife of Warren County Engineer Neil Tunison. They have three adult children. As she retires, Connie plans
to use her teaching and loving skills on her grandchildren, babysitting part-time. She also hopes to organize the many
Playschool photos that have been taken over the years, to preserve this part of LPC history. She is currently a Deacon and
has been active in LPC’s blood drives and serves on the Mission Committee.

Student Ministry Newsletter

by Andrew Johnson

LPC Scholarship
Here at LPC we are blessed with the opportunity to award scholarships each year
to graduating high school seniors. Some of these scholarships are endowed and
others are funded through gifts from the congregation. If you are interested in
learning more about the scholarships we offer, you can find a complete list in the
student section of the church website. The LPC Youth Spiritual Gifts Scholarship
is intended to affirm the spiritual gifts of our students and send them out into the
world to love God and to love others. On behalf of the scholarship committee it is
our honor to announce the winner of the 2021 LPC Youth Spiritual Gifts Scholarship, Eliza French. We hope that through the following interview you might get to
know her better.
What activities are you involved in?
I have been involved in many school clubs such as National Honor Society and
Teacher Academy, County based activities like Teen Alliance Council and Interfaith Hospitality Network, and faith based activities such as Young Life, Impact,
Riverkids leading.
Eliza French

What is your earliest religious memory?
Sunday school in 2nd grade at Saint Francis preparing for our first communion. I remember getting super excited to drink
the grape juice and eat the goldfish as practice.
How did you, as a child, view God?
God wasn’t someone I thought about often as a child. Even when I was in church I was only thinking about the things we
do, not why we do it.
How do you view God now?
God to me is the perfect mix of a friend and a father. He has the endless support and encouragement of friend. A friend is
someone that I choose to spend time with and grow with. But he has the correction and path for me as a father. A father
sees the thing a child needs to be, the best version of themselves and shows them how to get there.
What experiences or events have been turning points in your life and why?
My parent’s divorce was really hard for me and left me feeling like there was nothing else to turn to. But after getting invited
to an LPC Christmas party I felt community and loved by complete strangers! I continue to go to Evolve and eventually
gave my life to Jesus at a summer camp that we went to.
What are you going to do next year?
Next year I will be attending The Ohio State University to study family and consumer science education!
Who is the most influential person in your spiritual life right now?
My friend Lily Kusler is one of the most spiritual influences on my life. I have seen many other friends kind of pull away from
God this last year and it’s been hard for me to grow without my previous community, but finding Lily in my last few months
at Lebanon has been such a blessing. She is a prayer warrior and pushes me to love God more and more everyday.
What impact does your faith have on your social behavior?
My faith impacts my social behaviors a lot more than one would think. I find myself in group settings feeling different than
others around me. I often feel uncomfortable with situations that are “normal” in this world. Knowing Jesus has given me a
desire to run from the things of this world to Him.
When I die I will probably wish that I had…
I hope when I die I don’t wish anything. I pray that I would have lived my life to the full, seeking the extraordinary life that
only Jesus can offer. I heard this beautiful saying one time that has stuck with me since: “Jesus didn’t die for us to go to
heaven, He died for heaven to come to us here and now.” I hope when I die I would have lived a life allowing heaven to
reach the earth everyday.

