
Preaching Schedule 
C h r o n i c l e  

Lebanon Presbyterian Church 

                                    December 2021  

It was late at night and we were in a strange city, looking 

for a place to stay. Instead of making a reservation, I as-
sumed there would be plenty of rooms available.  I was 
wrong.  In every hotel there was that flashing sign – NO 
VACANCY.  
 
When Jesus came into the 
world, there was no vacancy.  
In Bethlehem, there was “no 
room in the inn.”  In Jerusa-
lem, King Herod immediately 
began plotting to kill the Christ 
child.  By his own people, Je-
sus was rejected: “He came to 
that which was his own, but 
his own did not receive 
him” (John 1:11).   
 
When the Son of God ap-
peared, he was unwelcome 
and unwanted.  And yet, it was   
destined to happen – all part 
of God’s plan. Writing 700 years earlier, the Prophet Isaiah 
said that when the Messiah appeared, he would be “…
despised and rejected by mankind…he was despised, and 
we held him in low esteem.” (Isaiah 53:3-4). 
 
No one took pity on Mary and Joseph. No one gave them 
shelter. No one received them.  And so, in a dark and dirty 
stable, the Son of God was born. In a bed of straw, the 
Savior slept. In a place filled with mud and manure, the 
holy and eternal God entered our world. In the words of an 
old poem, “We greet him always as a stranger, place him 
always in the manger.” 
 
Why was Jesus rejected?  Because Jesus makes an abso-
lute claim on our lives.  Because  “people loved the dark-
ness instead of the light, because their deeds were evil.”      
(John 3:19).  Because, from the moment he was born, Je-
sus was in conflict with the evil and corrupt systems of this 
world.  His life began in a stable and ended on a cross. 

And yet, the miracle is that Jesus came.  To a world that re-
jected him, Jesus came. To hateful, hostile people who nailed 
him to a cross, Jesus came. In his boundless love for lost sin-
ners, Jesus came to save us.  The question is: will you re-

ceive him – or not?  
What does it mean to re-
ceive Jesus?  Four things 
the Bible tells us: 
1.  Surrender -  When 
Mary gave birth to the 
Christ child, it wasn’t just a 
momentary decision.  It 
required the complete sur-
render of her life – all of it. 
2.  Faith -  When the shep-
herds learned that Jesus 
had been born, they be-
lieved the word the angel 
had spoken, left their 
flocks, and went to seek 
him.  That required faith. 

3.  Following - When the wise men saw the shining star 
of Bethlehem, they began a long journey lasting thou-
sands of miles.  In other words, they followed. 

4.  Obedience - When Joseph found out that Mary was 
pregnant, he was distressed and disappointed.  And 
yet, Joseph obeyed.  He did as the LORD commanded 
and took Mary to be his wife. 

 
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, will you make room for 
Jesus?  “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God.” (John 1:12). 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 

Peter 
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 8:30 a.m.   Traditional Worship  
10 a.m.  Traditional Worship  
11 a.m.  Modern Worship  
 

 

 
Senior Pastor            
The Rev. Peter Larson    

 
Associate Pastor            
The Rev. Stephanie Poblenz    

 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 
 

Like us on Facebook! 

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

The Wonder of  
Christmas  

(no 10 a.m. worship Service)  

 

Sunday, Dec. 26 
Combined Worship at  

11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

 Be Not Afraid 
Luke 2:8-20  

 

Sunday, Dec. 5 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Combined Worship Service at 10 a.m. 
 

Children’s Musical  
The Christmas Express  

 

Sunday, Dec. 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Communion Sunday 
 

Seeing the Light  
Matthew 2:1-12  

 

Bring an unwrapped toy to church on Sunday now through 
December 5. Place gifts in the Red Barrel located at the 
entrance to the Sanctuary or Ark.  Gifts may also be brought 
to the church office during the week, Monday - Thursday 8 
a.m. - 4 p.m. or Friday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. by December 19.  
No toy guns or weapon-type toys please! We try to keep our 
gifts of equal value ($15-20) each for infants to 14 year olds. 
Crayons, children's reading books, hats and mittens will also 
be collected.  Monetary  donations  are  accepted  and used 
to purchase toys. Please write checks payable to Lebanon's  
Christmas for Tots! Questions? Call  Mary Deerhake,      
513-932-2307 or admin@lebanonpresbyterian.org 

Making Room for Jesus 
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iPray 
Before prayer changes others, first it changes us. 

    - Billy Graham 

Please pray for the following concerns of the church in the 
coming month: 
 

For the open house and live nativity on Saturday, Decem-
ber 4, that visitors will experience the love of Christ through 
our hospitality. 
 

For the children of LPC as they present their Christmas mu-
sical during worship on Sunday, December 5. 
 

For our three worship services on Christmas Eve, that we 
will invite friends and neighbors to come and celebrate the 
birth of Christ. 
 

For Brenda and Bruce Bingham, as she prepares to retire 
after 32 years of service on the staff of LPC. 
 

For the spiritual renewal of our church, community and the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy Spirit would 
deepen our love for Jesus. 

Session 
 

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our November 15 monthly 
meeting: 
 

Approved a congregational meeting to be held Sunday, December 5 for the 
purpose of electing elders and deacons, approving the Terms of Call and 
receiving the 2022 Annual Budget. 
 

Approved a congregational meeting to be held Sunday, January 23 for the 
purpose of receiving nominations for the Nominating Committee and pre-
senting the annual report. 
 

Approved a motion requiring that gloves be worn and facemasks be recom-
mended during food preparation in the church kitchen, in addition to taking 
temperatures of volunteers with a thermometer. 
 

Approved a love offering for Brenda Bingham who retires at the end of the 
year after 32 years of service. 
 

Approved a Christmas love offering for the church staff. 
 

Approved a team to develop and implement the Long Range Plan and pre-
sent those plans to the Session and Congregation.  Team members include: 
Neil Tunison (co-chair); Rick Oliver (co-chair); Roger Sims, Dan Cunning-
ham, Dick Wardrop, Don Mowry, Dan Crago, Regina Morgan, Jan Watsell, 
Peter Larson and Sherry Showalter. 
 

Approved $20,000 from the unspent PPP loan for the implementation team 
to Hire engineers and architects to develop the long range plan. 
 

Approved $2,000 to help winterize and secure the Blair House now that it is 
vacant and no longer occupied by renters. 
 

Approved plans to erect a 25-foot flagpole outside the church, to be placed 
directly behind the church sign. 

Financial Giving 
   

As always, we rely on your faithful giving 
to support the mission and ministry of 
LPC. You can send your pledge by mail 
or you can take advantage of the online 
giving. To begin online giving just go to 
our church website at lebanonpresbyteri-
an.org or text “give” to 513-443-5522, or 
scan the QR code below, by going to your 
camera and focusing on the code, then 
just touch the website QR code banner 
that pops up on your phone.  You will be 
directed to the Suran website for giving at 
LPC.  

 

LPC Income and Expenses Family Ministry by Stephanie Poblenz 

Read the Bible in a Year or Two! 
 

We recently returned from the Wycliffe Associates Sum-
mit in Florida. The central purpose of the organization is to 
translate the Bible into the heart language of people 
groups who do not have a Bible. They have surpassed 
their goals and dreams but can't stop because new 
groups continue to be discovered. Their work continues 
with renewed hope and energy. People in every corner of 
the world are hungry for God's Word.  2022 marks the fifth 
year of encouraging our Christian fellowship to open the 
WORD and read. We make your job easier with Bible 
reading plans that will be available at our serve your-
self read the Bible in a year display throughout December. 
The display will be located where services are held 
(Sanctuary/ARK). We started 2021 with over 100 partici-
pants. "Mediate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it...then you 
will make your way prosperous" Joshua 1:8 ESV. 
 

The Bible Pushers, John and Fran Morris 

It is always our goal in Family Ministry to be a church that cares for the 
families who call our church home, as well as the families in the neighbor-
hood. Our teams did just that during our Candy Hunt event that took place 
on Halloween weekend. The Candy Hunt was a church-wide event that 
took place on October 29. We decorated many classrooms around the 
church campus in different themes, from Star Wars, Minions, and the mov-
ie Up. Our High School students stepped up in leadership and led the 
rooms for all the families walking around our campus.  
  
It wasn’t just the students who stepped up to care for all these families. 
The Deacons and Elders also were there to help visitors navigate our hall-
ways and greet them as they entered into the building. There were countless other volunteers who made sure hot choco-
late and cider flowed freely and provided a space in the Ark for families to gather after they had found all of the rooms. 
We truly could have never pulled off such an event without all of the help from the volunteers. THANK YOU!!  

  
While watching families come through the doors was great fun, the 
moments that had the most impact on me was when I could see the 
families just enjoy each other’s company in the Ark. Most of the fami-
lies had some connection to LPC, but many of them attend the Day 
Care or Preschool. To see the families interacting with our church 
family as one unit, enjoying the space, with children running around 
and laughing was truly a moment that I will hold with me. What a 
blessing it was to provide a space for our church family to minister to 
our community in such a fun way. My prayer is that these touch points 
will continue to have an impact, and these families will see LPC as a 
church that cares for them and their children. With over 80 families 
walking through the Candy Hunt, it is an exciting opportunity for our 
church to meet tangible needs and then form relationships where the 
Gospel can be shared.  
  

With so many great events coming up for the Christmas season, we can only pray that we will continue to build relation-
ships and meet our community where they are. What a blessing it is to serve our neighborhood!  



 
 
This month we honor the follow-
ing men and women for their lov-
ing service to Jesus Christ and 
the church. 
 

Tony and Mindy Moore (Cardinal Landscaping) for mow-
ing the grounds. 
 

Lynn Steinkirchner and George Meloy for volunteering 
with Helping Hands. 
 

Steve Newby for painting the Sanctuary door. 
 

Rick Beckwith, Jean Bell, Dave and Nancy Lupberger, 
Debbie Scarborough, and George Meloy for helping 
with prepping and mailing the Chronicle.  
 

Sharen Benner, Linda Fulmer, George Meloy and Nina 
Dorsch for helping prepare the Advent devotional for 
mailing.  

Thank You 
Dear  LPC family, 

It has been so long since we have seen you but we want you 
to know that we are so thankful for you.  You have been faith-
ful prayer warriors and encouragers, card senders, visitors, 
and meal providers, and it is all so much appreciat-
ed.  Because you have cared so well for us we have been able 
to share love and encouragement with others while sitting in 
waiting rooms, hospitals and doctors’ offices.  So many people 
are living without a knowledge of God’s love for them, but you 
have been the hands and feet of Christ for us and allowed us 
to pass it on.  Thank you all so much your part in this journey. 
                               Blessings, Mike and Ellen McIntosh 
 

Dear friends, 

Thank you for your prayers during my September surgery and 
recovery. Also, I appreciate your continued prayers for my 
throat issues. I wish all of you blessed holidays! 
                                                           Love, Lois Weber 
 

Dear LPC Family, 
Praise the Lord and greetings from Alice and I. Our family is 
well by the grace of the Lord. We are delighted to inform you 
that our Church St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church is now op-
erating at 2/3 capacity. The Greater Works Foundation sports 
ministry is opening fast. We have KidsGames and 
TeenGames going on in several countries in Eastern Africa. 
We had a graduation function at Kibini Training Centre for the 
Early Childhood Education Trainees. We have planned two 
gatherings for fundraising in Mashuru; Maji Ya Uzima Church - 
Mombasa road, Sultan Hamud Town and Ilmamen PCEA 
Church. 

                  GOD bless you Solomon and Alice Gacece 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

Activating God Space: 
Listening and Wondering  
 
 

With Christmas upon us, we 
will have many gatherings.  
During our visits with family 
and friends, we may find it 
difficult to talk about our faith 
and God’s grace. This 
month, we are activating 
God Space by listening to 
what others have to say and 
asking good questions.  
 
The fastest way to create 
God Space is Spirit-led lis-
tening. If we demonstrate 
that we are truly seeking to 
understand someone, we 
create a safe environment 
that allows them to open up on a deeper level. But this is 
not passive listening – this is reflective listening. It is at-
tempting to understand someone with sensitivity and as-
sertiveness. It’s reflecting back to them what you are hear-
ing, so they know you understand. For example, “So, what 
I’m hearing you say is that you ____, right?” Sometimes 
when people hear what they’ve been saying out loud, it 
causes them to think about it in a different light. Effective 
questions start where people are, not where we would like 
them to be.  
 
Good wondering questions come out of a desire to better 
understand someone. They demonstrate that we have 
been listening thoughtfully. They flow naturally out of the 
context of a conversation. They are open-ended and pro-
mote more dialogue and reflection. 
 
One way to start wondering is to say something like, 
“That’s an interesting perspective; I’m wondering how you 
arrived at that conclusion.” Asking questions is often more 
important than giving answers. 
 
Just remember, we will all fall down again and again. But 
that’s okay – let’s just get back up and learn from our mis-
takes. Pretty soon, we’ll be planting good seeds of God’s 
love. 
 
Reference “God Space” Chapters 5 and 6 and the 99 won-
dering questions starting on page 108 for more “How-To’s” 
of having those conversations. 
 
If you have tried any of the activating God Space tech-
niques in this or previous articles, or have something else 
that has prompted a spiritual conversation, please share 
your experience wi th us.  Email  me at 
larkar3466@gmail.com or Terri Catanzaro at terricatanza-
ro@gmail.com.  It is always so encouraging to hear your 
successful experiences and lessons learned!  
 
By Karen Kilpatrick 

Brenda Bingham Retires after 32 
years as LPC Church Secretary 
  

On Sunday, December 19 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
the Narthex, there will be an open house retirement         
reception where we will say goodbye to Brenda and her 
family.  She has seen LPC go through many changes over 
the last 32 years. Stop by and congratulate her on retiring 
and say thank you for her outstanding service to LPC.  We 
will also be collecting a love offering for Brenda during both 
worship services on that day.  If you would like to contribute 
to the farewell love offering, please write a check payable 
directly to Brenda Bingham and put it in the offering box.  If 
you prefer a cash contribution, please use a pew envelope 
and label the envelope “Brenda Bingham.” 
      

The first selection of the new year for LPC’s Book Club 
is The Lincoln Highway by Armor Towels. This much 
anticipated third novel by Towels is a captivating piece 
of historical fiction whose unforgettable characters are 
joined in a cross-country adventure that is packed with 
unexpected twists and unforgettable action. Please join 
our discussion in Room 311 on January 13 at 7 p.m. 
For information call Ann Fickus 513-934-7314 or ad-
min@lebanonpresbyterian.org. 

LPC Quilt Group 
 

Start the new year by making a resolution to serve others. The 
LPC Quilt Group would like to extend an invitation to all seam-
stresses in the church to join with us in January as we make 
quilts for the “Sleep in Heavenly Peace” bed project.  Imagine 
the joy of receiving, not only a bed, but also a beautiful quilt to 
go with it.  All the fabrics and batting for the quilts have been 
donated.  We will be making simple design, twin size quilts the 
only skill required is straight line sewing.  Fabrics will be 
precut before we begin to sew in January.  If you would like to 
be a part of this short term project please contact Sharen  
Benner at email ghbenner@yahoo.com or 513-409-5278.   

LPC is hiring a part-time Church Secretary. If you, or some-
one you know, have the gift of   administration, please con-
tact Sherry Showalter at 513-932-2751 for questions or 
email resume to she ry@lebanonpresbyterian.org. 
 
Job description available on the church website at https://
lebanonpresbyterian.org/leadership/, scroll to the bottom of 
the page for employment opportunities. 

Staff Love Offering 

If you would like to express your appreciation to our staff and 
wish them well for the Christmas holidays, a love offering will 
be received December 5 - 19. Checks can be made payable 
to LPC marked “Love Offering.”  If you prefer to make a dona-
tion to a particular individual, please make the check payable 
to that person.  Please note, only checks made payable to 

LPC are tax deductible. 

 

Project Angel Tree 

Angel Tree Christmas seeks to bring the love of Jesus to  
prisoners and their children. Gifts purchased by our congre-
gation are delivered to the children in their parents’ name. In 
this way we reach out to the families of prisoners with gifts of 
love and a message of hope. Watch for the Angel Tree 
Christmas display coming soon.  If you would like more     
information about Angel Tree or would like to volunteer for 
this ministry, please contact Patty Corfman at                     

admin@lebanonpresbyterian.org.   



What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely 
A Multitude Keeping Festival 
 
On Wednesday nights during choir rehearsal, we have a time of devotion led by a different 
member of the choir each week. A few weeks ago, Dave Corfman shared a devotion which 
he wrote, and it was so timely and meaningful that I asked him if I could share it with all of 
you. Luckily, he said yes. This is what he shared: 
 

“I have attended church faithfully every Sunday for as long as I can remember. There has 
never been a time in my life that the default Sunday morning activity was not church. 
Throughout childhood, college and adulthood, choir has always been a part of that church 
experience. But during Covid we started worshiping online like the rest of you. We also had 
no choir to participate in. We got up on Sunday mornings later, were able to get a few things 
done before church and did not have the 20 minute drive both ways to church. We still 
zoomed our Sunday School class, so we had some fellowship that way, and we quickly, kind 
of scarily, got used to worshiping online.  
 

“Going to church began to feel like an option rather than an absolute and a privilege. If something else was going on it did 
not feel all that strange to just skip church. In early spring we started coming back to church sporadically but it certainly did 
not have the same feel. Wearing masks, no hand shaking or physical contact, in and out of the building with minimal con-
versation and a lot of social distancing. And still no choir. Many times, we talked ourselves into staying home and worship-
ing online, since that was a lot easier, and it did not feel like we were missing much by not going to the building to worship 
in person.  
 

“As summer hit, and there was talk of choir starting up again, I realized that we would be going back to church as a more 
regular routine, and the thought of it felt abnormal. When we did start coming back regularly, it felt unfamiliar and out of 
place. But we persisted, and then choir started again. And just a few weeks ago I was sitting up in the choir loft on a Sun-
day morning, looking out at the congregation, after having had some fun and fellowship with the other choir members, and 
I realized it felt right again. The thought of NOT getting up and going to church every Sunday morning felt abnormal again. 
And immediately, Psalm 42 verse 4 came to mind, which apparently was written at a time the Psalmist was unable to go to 
the temple to worship God: “These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I would go with the throng and lead them 
in procession to the house of God with glad shouts of praise; a multitude keeping festival.” It’s great to be back, and I’ll 
never take the privilege and blessing of corporate worship in church, and singing in the choir, for granted again.” 
 

Thank you, Dave, for sharing your heart with us. Your words speak not only to the choir experience, but to each one of us 
and the importance of being part of this special fellowship known as Lebanon Presbyterian Church. 

Coming in January 
 

Each Sunday at 9:45 a.m., starting on January 9, 2022, 

Roger McMurrin will lead a Sunday School class exploring 

the book of Revelation.  While serving in missions work in 

the Ukraine, Roger formed the Kiev Symphony Orchestra 

and Chorus. The influence of hearing sacred music 

(including works based on Revelation) led many performers 

and audience members to accept Christ and ultimately to 

Roger and Diane planting and shepherding two churches in 

Kiev.   

 

Meeting each week through June, the class will explore 

Revelation, chapter by chapter (and sometimes verse by 

verse) as we view teachings on this final book of the Bible 

by renowned pastor and preacher Dr. Voddie Baucham.   

 

Dr. Baucham is well-known in reformed and evangelical 

circles throughout the United States.  He is the former pas-

tor of Grace Family Baptist Church in Spring, Texas, author 

of several books, conference speaker, and church planter 

who currently serves as Dean of Theology at African Chris-

tian University in Lusaka, Zambia.  Voddie makes the Bible 

clear and demonstrates the relevance of God’s word to 

everyday life and he does so without compromising the 

centrality of Christ and the gospel. Those who hear him 

preach find themselves both challenged and encouraged.  

 

YOU are invited to join in “the Revelation challenge”! 

 
      
 

Giving Tree Supports  
Women with Crisis Pregnancies 
 
Once again this year our church is supporting Elizabeth 
New Life Center  by purchasing baby items for women with 
crisis pregnancies. You can participate in the Giving Tree 
by taking a tag from the Christmas tree in the Narthex or 
outside the Ark.  That tag will tell you what baby item you 
need to buy. After purchasing the item, please return it to 
the church unwrapped by Sunday, December 12.   
 
If you are unable to come to the church, Melody Bain or 
Maggie O’Bryon will bring you a tag and arrange for a 
pickup the week of December 5.   
 
Make online donations at elizabethnewlife.org, or shop 
online at their baby registry 
on Walmart.com or  Ama-
zon.com by entering the 
name ENLC, last name     
Boutique and city of Day-
ton or Ohio depending on 
the   website.  Elizabeth 
New Life Center operates 
eight centers in Southwest 
Ohio.  During 2020 they: 

 

Provided 3,500 free 
ultrasounds 
 

Saved the lives of 1,944 babies 
 

Assisted in 129 deliveries 
 

Responded to more than 400 phone calls daily 
 

Provided scholarships for unwed mothers to help    
   them go to college and pursue their career goals 
 

For more information, please contact Melody Bain at 513-
260-6041 or mel.bain2013@gmail.com; Maggie O’Bryon at 
513-462-2435 or maggieh5000@gmail.com. 
 
 
   

LPC Live Nativity  

The Reach Out Committee will be hosting our annual Outdoor 

Live Nativity on Saturday, December 4 from 6 - 8:30 p.m.  We will 

be serving Cookies and Hot Chocolate to everyone who comes 

by the church to enjoy this special way of remembering the One 

who is at the center of this special season.  We hope everyone 

will stop by before, during or after Lebanon's Christmas Carriage 

Parade this year.  

 



SIGN Language by Andrew Johnson 

 
Voices and images from the world bombard our children on a 
daily basis. These voices and images tell our children who to 
love, who to hate and how to feel about themselves … what it 
means to be a good friend, a successful person, or a loving 
family member.  
 
This principle even applies in spiritual formation. The values 
our local ministry leaders represent make their way into our 
subconscious, subtly shaping what the next generation under-
stands about how and who God calls and equips to share the 
Good News.  
 
This is both good news and a big responsibility! If we are seri-
ous about helping future generations follow God, we need to seriously consider the picture we’re painting for them in the 
life of our congregation. The voices and images we elevate within our church challenge the world’s influence over our chil-
dren and help shape their spiritual formation as well as our own. 
 
This year our church has called and installed Stephanie Poblenz as Associate Pastor. Stephanie has been a great addi-
tion to our church family and the impact of having a young female pastor on staff has been significant for our teenage girls 
as well as boys.  Matt and Pastor Stephanie have opened their home for student small group discipleship meetings on 
Sunday nights.  Our students love her.  They feel at home with her.  They trust her and value her mind and her teaching.   
 
The voices and images we lift up in the church help our children know what is important and how they can grow up to 
serve in the kingdom. In their own words, here is what they say about Stephanie: 
 
“I am nothing but joyful to know that Rev Steph has joined our church as a pastor. I only met her this past summer, but I 
immediately felt that she was going to be a light to this community, church, youth group, and me. The day I met her I 
prayed that God would continue to work in her life as He was evidently doing so already. I am thankful that I follow a God 
who provides me with relationships that will guide me deeper in my faith. I cannot explain how great my youth leaders are 
because they listen and care about their students deeply. I’m confident in them because they receive their wisdom and 
teaching from God's truth alone. I pray for Rev Steph, that her relationship with God continues to grow stronger with each 
season of her life, and as she navigates the highs and lows of being a pastor. But first and foremost I hope she knows 

she will always be a part of her new church family, and 
we are here for her just as she is here for us." 
 
“It is cool to see a younger female leading the church. 
She is able to help our discussions get deeper be-
cause she studied the Bible in college and seminary, 
helping us better understand the lessons.” 
 
“Stephanie is such a positive person and is super help-
ful during Sunday night discussions. She is easy to 
relate with and has brought us together even more. 
Having a female pastor is super inspiring because if 
she can follow her calling from God so can I.” 

Children’s Ministry News   by Tracy Untener 
 

 

Something to Share . . .  
 
Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him.”  Psalm 127:3  It has been just over a year since I was hired 
to be the Children’s Ministry Leader at LPC, and recently God laid something on my heart that I would like to share.  In 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, we are given a directive from the Lord, “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up.”  I love these verses because I see them as a call to be in relationship with the children 
who enter our church doors.  This is not just a command for parents, but for our church family.  It doesn’t say, “Talk about 
these commandments when you have a moment, or as you are teaching them in class.”  The command basically says that 
we should be sharing God’s ways and His love with our children from morning until night; each day.  When we develop 
relationships with children, it creates an atmosphere of trust and respect, where children listen and take in what we have 
to say about the Lord. 
 
I feel called to tell you that you are doing this well.  You understand that “if you train a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) and you are like John in that you take great joy in hearing that 
our children are growing up and walking in the truth (3 John 1:4).  I recognize this because this is what also brings me 
great joy.  So, I just wanted to reach out and thank my church family at LPC for all of their support and love for the chil-
dren.  You do so much more than just show up.  I see you.  I see you interacting with the children, getting to know them, 
playing with them, and most importantly I see you sharing your God stories with them; witnessing to them. 
 
These are just a few of the moments in which I caught some of you looking a lot like Jesus with the kids… 



December is filled with opportunities to celebrate the coming of the Christ Child and this year brings a few changes that are im-
portant for you to know about. 
 

November 28 First Sunday of Advent  
We begin our journey in the book of Isaiah as we explore how  

“On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned.”  
 

Saturday, December 4   
 

Live Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m. 
Cookies and Hot Chocolate served from 6 - 8:30 p.m. 

 

 December 5 Second Sunday of Advent  
All Aboard! The Children’s Christmas musical returns with The Christmas Express. Every Christmas Eve the  

passengers on the Christmas Express make the journey to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to celebrate the birth of Christ  
with a grand pageant. The question is, who will God choose to ride the train on this special night,  

and what kind of adventure will unfold? 
 

December 5 - Combined Worship at 10 a.m. in the Ark 
Children’s Musical: The Christmas Express: Finding Joy in the Journey 

 

December 12 Third Sunday in Advent 
We continue our Advent journey as Peter shares the importance of Seeing the Light.  

How this heavenly light guided the shepherds and the wise men and still shines on us today.  
 

December 19 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Join the Sanctuary Choir, Handbell Choir, and more in The Wonder of Christmas: 
A Collection of Scripture and Song, Poetry and Carols in celebration of Advent. 

A new work of collected poems, songs, carols, and scripture focusing on how Advent  
can move us from darkness to light, despair to hope, sadness to Joy!  

 

December 19 - The Wonder of Christmas at 8:30 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
Bring your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers to a worship filled  

with your favorite carols as Peter shares a message from John 1, titled “Got Light?”  
 

IMPORTANT: This year our Christmas Eve worship times are changing as follows: 
 

5 p.m. Family Candlelight Service 

6:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 

8 p.m. Candlelight Service with Communion  
 

(all services are in the Sanctuary) 
 

 

 

Fall Candy Hunt 
and  

Feeding  
Nicaragua 


