


A Journey With Jesus
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem." With these words, the Lord invites his 
disciples on a journey with him. Jerusalem is the place God had chosen to make 
His name dwell. It’s where the temple was, where sacrifices were made, where 
prayers went up to God. It’s where the throne of David sat. It is the city celebrat-
ed in the Songs of Ascent, psalms sung by worshipers walking up the road to 
Jerusalem at the time of the great pilgrimage festivals: Passover, Tabernacles, 
and Pentecost. Jerusalem was chosen by God to be the place where His Son 
would reveal and establish the Kingdom. Using the gospel of Matthew as our 
primary guide, this Lenten season we join the disciples in their (and our) journey 
with Jesus.

The journey begins on a note of triumph at our entry, followed by hearing Je-
sus as He teaches the crowds at the temple, including responses to questions 
posed by religious leaders. At the Passover celebration marked by the Lord’s 
Supper, we are unaware of the treachery being planned by one disciple. Failing 
to watch and pray with Jesus at Gethsemane, we are stunned by Jesus’s arrest 
and the trials that follow.

The next two days are a blur: the cross, the grave. On the third day, the news 
we hear from the women who visit the tomb is almost beyond belief. In the next 
days as we encounter our living Master and see him ascend in the skies, we 
realize that THE JOURNEY IS NOT OVER! IT HAS JUST BEGUN!

The last verse of the traditional hymn associated with Easter, 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, reminds us of the journey yet before us:

Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted head,

Made like Him, like Him we rise,
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies

ALLELUIA!
AMEN!



Going Up 
to Jerusalem

Artwork by Tilia Lucas

A Journey With Jesus



Ash Wednesday
Going to Jerusalem

W E D N E S D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  2 2
Matthew 20:18

"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man 
will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers 

of the law. They will condemn him to death." 
M A T T H E W  2 0 : 1 8

This is the beginning of the end of Jesus' human life on earth. 
Think about it. If this were you and knowing what Jesus knew, how 
would you react? He trusts in his Father and gives his life to him! 
I often wonder about how I would react to this situation. Would I be 
able to completely turn my life over to our Father? I know in every-
day life, I try to do that, but it is a really hard thing to do. I hear God say-
ing "Trust me." Even though he has never let me down, I still struggle to 
turn things over to him. I want to be in control. But more often than not, I 
realize that he is in control and I just need to relax and turn it over to him. 
Everyone always asks "What would Jesus Do?" Well we know what Jesus 
did! We need to be more like him and trust in our Father to take care of us. 

PRAYER
Dear Father, thank you for sending your son to pay for our sins. Please work in 
me each day to be more like Jesus and turn my life over to you. Amen!

B E R N I E  U C H T M A N



Entering Jerusalem
T H U R S D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  2 3

Matthew 21:9-11

"The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 
shouted, 'Hosanna to the Son of David!' 'Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!' 'Hosanna in the highest heaven!' 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and 

asked, 'Who is this?' The crowds answered, 'This is Jesus, 
the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.' " 

M A T T H E W  2 1 : 9 - 1 1 

 
Did you notice when the hurricane hit Florida how many palm trees remained 
standing? Palms are a symbol of triumph, victory, peace and eternal lives. If you 
plant a palm tree, it will probably outlive you. 
 
On Jesus’ tearful entry into Jerusalem, pilgrims made a welcome mat out of 
palm branches and their cloaks. Jesus rode on a donkey’s colt (a symbol of 
peace) and his feet probably dragged on the ground. This just didn’t happen; it 
was predicted by the prophet Zechariah going back almost 500 years. 

Where was the chariot? Where was the white stallion benefiting a King? But 
this King came to die. Jesus was fulfilling prophecy. The people were chanting 
“Hosanna” which meant “Save Us Now”! They wanted a king to save them from 
the Roman government. 

In one short week Jesus goes from the most popular person on the planet to 
Public Enemy #1!

PRAYER
Holy God, Let us all be like palm trees that are strong and straight and sturdy 
in our Faith! May we celebrate this Palm Sunday with shouts of “Hosanna” for 
we know Resurrection Sunday is coming! Praise God! Hallelujah and Amen! 

G I N N Y  K U N T Z



Driving Out the Money 
Changers at the Temple

F R I D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  2 4
Matthew 21:12-13

"And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold 
and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the 

money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 
He said to them, 'It is written, "My house shall be called 
a house of prayer," but you make it a den of robbers.' "

M A T T H E W  2 1 : 1 2 - 1 3

When we think of Jesus, we don’t usually think of wrath and anger, but that’s 
precisely what he showed in this passage. Yet you have to put these verses into 
context. This time exactly was Passover. And during Passover, the Jews were 
to bring a lamb without a spot or blemish to be sacrificed to God. Many people 
lived too far from Jerusalem to bring their lamb.

Instead, when they got to the feast, they would buy a lamb at the temple for 10 
times the price of a regular lamb. Even if they lived close enough to bring their 
lamb, they would have to pay an inspection fee and possibly buy another from 
the priests. So, Jesus had reason to do this; he was not just getting himself into 
a bunch of trouble for no reason. He was right in justifying his Father's will. God’s 
love is like a teddy bear, but His will is like a grizzly bear; and if you dance with 
a grizzly bear you learn to let him lead.

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, I ask you to give us insight on what your word really 
means. Help us understand that even though you love us no matter what, your 
will is not to be tested. Amen.

E L I J A H  C A T C H P O L E



Healing at the Temple
S A T U R D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  2 5

Matthew 21:14-15

"Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, 
and He healed them. But when the chief priests and 

scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the 
children crying out in the temple and saying, 'Hosanna 

to the Son of David!' they were indignant."
 M A T T H E W  2 1 : 1 4 - 1 5

Indignant?!! Who would see Jesus healing the blind and lame and be indignant? 
That’s really hard to grasp. Here was a man who had just displayed his authority 
to cleanse the temple, calling it his own house, and now performing healing and 
being called the Son of David. Ah! There’s the rub! These children were pro-
claiming him the Messiah by calling him the Son of David! How dare they! The 
chief priests and scribes could see that Jesus was doing the things the Messiah 
would do, but they were looking for a different kind of Messiah – one who would 
save them physically, from Rome. How short sighted! God had something much 
more important in mind – saving them from their sins for all eternity! 

Is it possible that we sometimes have ideas of who God is and what He’s like 
that really don’t stack up to God as He reveals Himself in the Bible? Will we be-
lieve what we want, or the truth that God has revealed?

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, please draw us into Your Word more and more. May it be our de-
light every day to learn more about who You really are and all that You really 
promise. Amen.

K A R E N  K I L P A T R I C K



First Sunday
O F  L E N T

Artwork by Lilly Foster and Lai Lai McClain

Teaching



Parable of Two Sons
M O N D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  2 7

Matthew 21:28-32

" 'Which of the two did the will of his father?' They said, 'The first.' 
Jesus said to them, 'Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you.' "
M A T T H E W  2 1 : 3 1

If the mantra for real estate is “location, location, location”, then we could say, 
if we’re brave enough, that the mantra for the Christian life can sometimes be 
“appearances, appearances, appearances.” If we’re not careful, our desire to 
look good can overcome our desire to do good – and this is where we lose our 
way in our walk with Jesus.

Working in marketing, I see this all the time; after all, my job is to shine up the 
mundane and show things in their very best light. But if we’re trying to “sell” 
an empty Christian life to God, then we’re in trouble. Because God knows our 
hearts, and our minds, and everything about us, and He isn’t fooled by an act.

Jesus tells us that tax collectors and prostitutes will enter the kingdom of God 
before those whose ears are deaf to His commandments. If we can be honest 
with ourselves, we are those sinful people -- and that’s okay. God isn’t looking 
for “shiny” people. We don’t need to show up revised, branded, and stamped 
with the seal of approval from the Spiritual Marketing Department. BUT we do 
need to show up, as we are, in whatever condition we find ourselves—"Just As I 
Am,” my mother’s favorite hymn. This season, let’s do our best to show up every 
day, just as we are – just as Christ has called us to do.

PRAYER
Holy and gracious God, whether we realize it or not, we find so many reasons 
for not coming to You and following Your commandment to love and serve this 
world. Help us to show up as Your hands and feet, and to willingly show your 
love to the lost and lonely. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

R A C H E L  G U E R I N



The Parable of the Tenents
T U E S D A Y,  F E B R U A R Y  2 8

Mark 12:1-11

"What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 
and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 

Have you not read this Scripture: 'The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 

the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes' ?" 
M A R K  1 2 : 9 - 1 1  E S V 

 
B A D  N E W S  A N D  G R E A T  N E W S

It's Tuesday. In just three days Jesus will face the cross. The Jewish religious leaders who 
are looking for a way to kill Him, confront Him in the temple courts and question His au-
thority. In this context Jesus tells the parable of the tenants, a parable of judgment. I en-
courage you to read it in its entirety. Only near the end of the parable did these religious 
leaders realize when Jesus was talking about the tenants being destroyed and the vine-
yard given to others, He was talking about them! Does that sound familiar? We see/hear 
others’ acts of misconduct and condemn them only to realize we are guilty of the same 
sins. While we often see the error of our ways and confess them, there’s little evidence the 
chief priests and Pharisees did. From their twisted perspective, they were much holier and 
more heaven-bound than Jesus and His followers were, but Jesus warns their judgment 
is at hand. 

“…and give the vineyard to others.” Though some may disagree, I believe Jesus is saying 
here the kingdom of God originally given to the Jews would be passed on to the Gentiles, 
due to their unbelief. The Gentiles would provide God with the fruit from the harvest he 
deserves. What wonderful news for us! This is borne out again in Jesus’ closing words 
where He quotes Psalm 118:22 which says the stone the builders rejected (Jesus) had be-
come the cornerstone. Thankfully, Jesus’ rejection by the religious Jews would not be the 
final verdict. God would take this Stone they had set aside and make it the Cornerstone, 
our Lord of lords and King of kings. The cornerstone was the key stone in constructing 
any building as measurements and directions were taken from it. The Jewish leadership 
cast Jesus aside while we, through God’s grace having been given a measure of saving 
faith, strive to build our lives upon faith and trust in Jesus, our Cornerstone and Solid Rock.
 
PRAYER
Heavenly Father, Thanks for reminding us today that Jesus’ Passion, while troubling and 
sorrowful to reflect on, brought the best news possible for us, His sheep. How amazing 
is your love that you would curse your Holy One in order to bless us. Truly, what you have 
done is “marvelous in our eyes.” Amen. 

S T E V E  N E W B Y



The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
W E D N E S D A Y,  M A R C H  1

Matthew 22:1-3; 8-10

"Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 'The kingdom 
of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his 
son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the 

banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.' "
M A T T H E W  2 2  1 - 3  N I V

"Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but 
those I invited did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners 
and invite to the banquet anyone you find.' So the servants went out 
into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad 
as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests."

M A T T H E W  2 2  8 - 1 0  N I V

Yes, the invitation to believe in Jesus and accept him into our lives is like a 
heavenly wedding banquet. In "The Parable of the Wedding Banquet", God (The 
Father) extends an invitation to the chief priests and Pharisees to come to his 
son's (Jesus) wedding banquet. The Jews were not on board with Jesus being 
the son of God so they hardened their hearts. Others were ready to enjoy the 
wedding feast and accept Jesus as the son of God. We have the same opportu-
nity today. Some are ready to follow Jesus and others are not ready to come to 
the Heavenly Wedding Banquet of our King, our Lord, our Savior.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, As we live our daily lives, may we share your light so others may see 
the difference you make in our lives. May we plant many seeds so that non-be-
lievers come to know you and love you. We pray that people will be open to 
the invitation to come to your heavenly wedding banquet and celebrate being 
saved. Amen.

T E R R I  A N D  J A C K  C A T A N Z A R O



Taxes to Caesar
T H U R S D A Y,  M A R C H  2

Matthew 22:15-22

"Then he said to them, 'So give back to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.' When they heard this, 

they were amazed. So, they left him and went away." 
M A T T H E W  2 2 : 2 1

“In this world, nothing is certain except death and taxes.”

We’ve all heard this quote and it’s cemented a place in popular culture. It basi-
cally means that death and taxes, though loathsome, are unavoidable; no matter 
who you are. 

Whether put in just those words or not, people have begrudgingly been doing 
both from the earliest of times. Even the contemporaries of Jesus struggled with 
(actually hated) paying taxes. And might I add that dying in Roman times could 
be even more brutal. Trying to weaponize their disdain toward both by pitting 
Jesus against the Romans, the enemies of Jesus asked Him if they should really 
be paying taxes.

Let’s remember (during this tax season) that it takes money to maintain any or-
ganization. Whether it’s the Roman Empire, the US Government, or the church, 
our responsibility is to do our part and render that which we have earned to 
whom it is due.   

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, we want to keep what we believe is ours and ours alone. Yet, we 
know that life is not that simple. Even you made provision to pay taxes for you 
and your disciples. Help us to do our part in the same Spirit. Amen.

R E V.  R A N D Y  FA N N I N   



The Greatest Commandment
F R I D A Y,  M A R C H  3

Matthew 22:36-37

"Master, which is the greatest commandment in the law? 
Jesus said unto him, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.' " 
M A T T H E W  2 2 : 3 6 - 3 7

W H A T  I S  T H E  G R E A T E S T 
C O M M A N D M E N T  O F  A L L ?

It was still early morning when Jesus and his disciples returned to Jerusalem, as 
was his custom to teach in the temple, and this day was no exception. A lawyer 
from the Pharisees asked Jesus this question.

Jesus’ response was to love the Lord your God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.  Historically, the Pharisees were not known for under-
standing the purpose of God’s law, and even now, they could not understand the 
meaning of Jesus’ response. They failed to realize that loving God was fulfilling 
the Law; it was not supposed to be a burden to any of God’s people. 

Christians may talk about loving God with all their heart, soul, and mind as though 
they were separate. However, their purpose in loving God overlaps similarly to 
that of a Venn diagram, and one cannot exist without the other.  Collectively, 
they are the core of our whole being as Christians as we serve Christ every day.          

The greatest commandment in the Law requires a total commitment with our 
whole being to love God. This intimate relationship with our heavenly Father 
helps us to become more like Him.  As a result, we learn to spread the joy of our 
Lord and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, teach me to love you with all my heart, soul, and being. 
I so desire to be like you and love you more every day. Help me draw closer to 
you so that I may spread your joy to all around me and love even strangers, just 
as Jesus taught me.

J A M E S  E .  M A R T I N



Sheep and Goats
S A T U R D A Y,  M A R C H  4

Matthew 25:31-40

"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.' "

M A T T H E W  2 5 : 3 1 - 4 0

In Matthew 25, Jesus explains the separation of the righteous (sheep) and wick-
ed (goats) on judgment day. The righteous are welcomed into eternal life and 
the wicked are condemned to punishment. The righteousness of the sheep is 
judged by how they care for others. Jesus says serving the least of his brothers 
and sisters is serving him. How the people who follow the good shepherd care 
for the “littlest” or “weakest” Christian brothers and sisters matters to Jesus.  
Our actions are proof of the state of our hearts. The wicked use their power over 
weaker or littler people to their own benefit. Christians, or sheep, those found 
to be made righteous by faith in Jesus Christ, have hearts that are changed 
by the love of God. You can see their changed hearts by how they treat the 
weakest and meekest among us. Jesus is saying that he sees our actions and 
will judge our hearts. In this season of Lent may you be challenged to examine 
your actions to the “little” ones around you. Do they reflect the gentleness of 
our Savior? If not, you may need to repent and receive God’s grace in Jesus for 
you today. May your heart be found in the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ and your 
actions reflect his glory.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd. You know what is in our hearts and you 
know how we treat those around us. Forgive us for not loving others as you have 
called us to. We confess that we need new hearts. Give us your heart for others 
around us. May we be found and welcomed into your new life. Amen.

A N D R E W  J O H N S O N



Second Sunday
O F  L E N T

Artwork by Allie Rachedi

Treachery Amid 
the Passover



The Chief Priests and Elders
M O N D A Y,  M A R C H  6

Matthew 26:1-4

"Then the chief priests and the elders of the 
people assembled in the palace of the high priest, 

whose name was Caiaphas, and they schemed 
to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him."  

M A T T H E W  2 6 : 3 - 4

R I G H T  A N S W E R S  -  W R O N G  H E A R T S
Generally we think that having the right answer is a good thing. But it’s possible to 
know the right answer and still miss the Messiah. When, at the inquiry of the magi,  
Herod gathered the chief priests and scribes to find out where the newborn King 
was to be born, they knew the scriptures and gave the right answer. However, their 
actions showed that they didn’t believe.

Even now the chief priests' hearts are hard and they are intent on destroying this 
threat to their power. Reading it in hindsight, it’s hard to believe that they could miss 
their Messiah.  

But I don’t think that I am much better because sometimes I am more intent on 
building my own little kingdom than on the Kingdom of God. Then I miss seeing Him 
for who He is. The good news is that as soon as I realize I’m headed in the wrong 
direction, I can turn around. I can return to my Lord who promised to forgive my sin 
and cleanse me from all unrighteousness. 

PRAYER
Lord, please help me to see when I’m turned the wrong way and give me the gift of repen-
tance so that I can run back to you as my Source of faith, hope and love.

R A C H E L  S A C H S



Judas and Thirty Pieces of Silver
T U E S D A Y,  M A R C H  7

Matthew 26:14-16

"Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went 
to the chief priests and said, 'What will you give me if I betray 

Him to you?' They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that 
moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray Him."  

M A T T H E W  2 6 : 1 4 - 1 6

Our Scripture begins like a story in a paperback novel, filled with deceit, secrecy, and 
betrayal. Blood money is exchanged―thirty pieces of silver. The Protagonist and his 
friends prepare to celebrate a special meal together, sharing close bonds of friend-
ship, allegiance, and purpose. But our Hero knows there is a traitor in His midst, 
and that another will deny Him. He knows the rest of them will abandon Him in the 
darkness, and run away in fear in His time of greatest need. What kind of associates 
were these people, anyway?

Unfortunately, they are us. We are not unlike His followers and friends. We too have 
committed, omitted, and forsaken our Hero.

But for us, there is Good News! Our Hero is like no other. Even though we betray, 
deny, and abandon Him, He still loves us, gives us another chance, and even gives 
us His Grace that we do not deserve! What kind of Hero is this? It’s none other than 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God!

There is so much more to the story, but the bottom line is this. If we reconcile with 
God for the many counterfeit “pieces of silver” we carry, we receive the promise 
of life everlasting―in spite of our imperfect selves. This is counter-cultural, upside 
down, and not the way the world works. But it is the Way of the Lord. It’s God’s way―
the way of love, second chances, and Grace.

PRAYER
God of Mercy and Forgiveness, you have inverted the ways and works of the world. Our 
“silver” is worthless when used in unfaithful ways. We only gain sin and sorrow. Help us to 
“cash it in” and receive Your eternal reward in exchange. Amen.

R E V.  J O H N  H .  P O H L M A N



Preparing for the Passover
W E D N E S D A Y,  M A R C H  8

Matthew 26:17-19

"Now on the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying to Him, 'Where do You want us to prepare for 
You to eat the Passover?' And He said, 'Go into the city to a certain 
man, and say to him, "The Teacher says, 'My time is at hand; I will 

keep the Passover at your house with My disciples." ' so the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover."

M A T T H E W  2 6 :  1 7  - 1 9

In this passage, Jesus directed Peter and John to go ahead and prepare for the 
Passover. He gave guidance for finding a designated person who would be a resource 
for a location, and required items. So they went forward with an earthly task, having 
heard Jesus’ words that His time had come to fulfill God's purpose of redemption. 

Upon reflection, I wondered what might have been the two disciples’ conversation, 
thoughts and feelings as they walked together to complete their preparation task? 
Knowing what was to come, I imagined they made a mental to - do list for organizing 
the perfect Passover observance. This might have included: cleaning the upper 
room, obtaining the lamb, wine, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. Were they also 
consumed by knowledge of awesome events to come? Given the conditions of the 
time, their to-do list was burdensome. 

We know about the guidance for preparation from Jesus to Peter and John, but are 
we also not charged to conduct an internal preparation of our own for the observance 
of events marking the eternal meaning of our faith? Having reflected upon what a 
modern to-do list might contain to prepare one’s mind and heart for the resurrection 
observance 2023, I included the following: 
 • READ SCRIPTURE AND MEDITATE ON THE WEEK LEADING UP TO AND THE CRUCIFIXION TO RENEW THE HEART.
 • CLEAN HOUSE INTERNALLY, REMOVE THOUGHTS AND BEHAVIORS NOT PLEASING TO GOD, AND THOSE  
    WHICH DISTRACT AWAY FROM GOD.
 • PRAY, WORSHIP AND SERVE IN JESUS' NAME.
 • READ DAILY DEVOTIONAL.
 • THINK PREPARATION!

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, With love, gratitude and devotion we thank you for your               
encouragement and guidance in our preparation for this Holy Season. In Jesus' 
name, Amen.

R I T A  P O T H



The Lord's Supper
T H U R S D A Y,  M A R C H  9

Matthew 26: 26-30 

"While they were eating, Jesus took bread and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it saying, 'Take and eat; this is my body.' Then he 

took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to his 
disciples saying, 'Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the 

covenant, poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.' "  
M A T T H E W  2 6 :  2 6 - 2 8  N I V

When my children were small, it used to amaze me that after only a few bites 
of food they would say “I’m so full. I can’t eat anymore.” As a parent, I was con-
vinced they weren’t going to get enough nutrition to survive and would try to get 
them to “clean their plate.” 

What amazes me now is how Jesus, with that last act of breaking bread and 
lifting the cup with his disciples, showed us how it is possible for all of us to be 
fully satisfied with one bite of bread and one drink of wine. His sacrifice for our 
sins makes it possible for us to have all we need to survive in this world while 
we wait for our eternal life with Him. He took all our sin upon himself so that we 
could come to the Father with thanksgiving and a “clean plate.” And, through 
our belief in and our relationship with Jesus as our Savior, we are spiritually “full” 
and desire nothing more. 

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank you for providing for our daily needs. As we reflect upon 
the sacrifice Jesus made for us, may we be reminded of your great love for us 
and the cost of that love. Give us the wisdom to see that through accepting 
Jesus as our Savior, we can be fully satisfied while we wait for his return. It’s in 
his name we pray, Amen. 

V I C K I  D A L Z E L L E



Gethsemane
F R I D A Y,  M A R C H  1 0

Matthew 26:36-39

"Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground 
and prayed, 'My Father, if it is possible, may this cup 
be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.' "

M A T T H E W  2 6 : 3 9

Have you ever felt the need to pray so badly that your mind was racing with what 
you needed to say to God? This must have been how Jesus felt that night when 
he knew he would be betrayed and what lay ahead. He was so overwhelmed 
with sorrow that he asked his closest friends to go with him; to pray with him. 
Jesus sought reprieve from what was coming. How could this be? Jesus asked 
Our Father, His Father, for it to be his will to take this hardship away; stop it from 
happening. God was listening even though Jesus did not have the faith that 
what he was asking would be God’s will.

I love to garden, I jokingly tell everyone it is my therapy time when honestly, it 
is my time with God. I often sing the song, In the Garden. Mine is not the same 
type of garden that Jesus prayed in but the solitude is the same. I am seeking 
God to hear me. By faith I know God is listening. He knows how urgently I need 
him. All Jesus wanted and all we want is for God to listen to our concerns; for it 
to be his will and answer our prayers.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, your word tells us we are your children. We thank you for the 
blessing of belonging to you. Let us feel your presence as we pray. We ask in 
Jesus’ name and believe. Amen.

J A N  W A T S E L L



Jesus Arrested
S A T U R D A Y,  M A R C H  1 1

Matthew 26:45-50

"Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 'Sleep and take 
your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my 

betrayer is at hand.' While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of 
the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from 
the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, 'The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.' 
And he came up to Jesus at once and said, 'Greetings, Rabbi!' And 
he kissed him. Jesus said to him, 'Friend, do what you came to do.' 

Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him."
M A T T H E W  2 6 : 4 5 - 5 0

Oh how Jesus must have felt, how dismayed, how saddened; first his disciples 
fall asleep when he asks them to stay awake and then he is betrayed by Judas.  
He who is without sin…betrayed. Can you relate? Have you ever felt betrayed?  
When we think about how betrayal has personally affected us, we might be 
able to begin to understand how Jesus felt. Though we could really never fully 
understand it, instead of feeling sorry for ourselves, maybe we should use our 
experiences to get closer to Jesus.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, thank you for all you have done for us. So much. So very much.  We 
thank you for the experiences that move us closer to you. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen.

S H E L L E Y  B O N D U R A N T



Third Sunday
O F  L E N T

Artwork by Nae Nae McClain & Jayse Mesproll

The Trials



Before the Sanhedrin
M O N D A Y,  M A R C H  1 3

Matthew 26:57-67

 "But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, 
'I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son 

of God.' Jesus said to him, 'You have said so. But I tell you, from 
now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 

Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.' Then the high priest 
tore his robes and said, 'He has uttered blasphemy. What further 

witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy.' "
M A T T H E W  2 6 : 6 3 - 6 5

As Jesus stood before the high priests, scribes and elders — the ones who were 
learned in the law and reverent of the prophets — He was mocked and accused 
of being a liar. Our Lord, in all his might and power, humbled Himself, even to 
the flawed and sinful judgment of the very people He came to save, all that He 
might sacrifice Himself for those bent on His destruction. Let us, then, humble 
ourselves out of love, even to those who do not love us. Let us speak truth, even 
when we know the consequences. Let us follow the example of our humble and 
sacrificial Lord in all that we do. 

PRAYER
Lord, give us a spirit of humility and love towards those who don’t know You. 
Help us to stand firm on truth in times of great difficulty and remember Your 
great love and gentleness before the Sanhedrin who condemned You. Amen. 

E M I LY  F R A N K



Peter’s Denial
T U E S D A Y,  M A R C H  1 4

Matthew 26:73-75

"After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, 
'Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.' Then he 
began to call down curses, and he swore to them, 'I don’t know the 
man!' Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the 

words Jesus had spoken: 'Before the rooster crows, you will disown 
me three times.' And he went outside and wept bitterly"

M A T T H E W  2 6 : 7 3 - 7 5  N I V

It is easy to think “Peter, you were one of his disciples. How could you deny 
knowing Him?” Yet we must also remember Peter knew he could be put in 
harm’s way for acknowledging that he had known Jesus. How many times do 
we deny Him? It is easier to go with the crowd than to stand up for what we be-
lieve. There is a song “He’s Alive” that recalls how the disciples must have felt 
in the Upper Room when Jesus appeared to them after He had been crucified. 
Peter knew he had denied Him three times and yet Jesus loved him. Luke 24:36 
Jesus tells the Disciples PEACE BE WITH YOU. He didn’t criticize Peter. Instead 
He loved him and was going to send him out to be His witness to the world.

Praise the Lord. No matter how many times we miss it and deny Him, He is al-
ways waiting for us with open arms  to turn back to Him. Peter did mighty things 
for God and God will use us too if we allow Him.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, we are thankful that because of your Great love for us, we are not 
consumed, for YOUR compassions fail not and they are new every morning: 
Great is your faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, AMEN. 

D I C K  A N D  D O N N A  K A U F M A N



Jesus Before Herod
W E D N E S D A Y,  M A R C H  1 5

Luke 23:5-11

"He (Herod) plied him with many questions, 
but Jesus gave him no answer."

L U K E  2 3 : 9

Herod was anxious to meet Jesus, he’d heard of Jesus’ abilities to perform mira-
cles. He hoped to see a miracle. Herod asks, but Jesus is silent.

Why was Jesus silent? His very life was in Herod’s hands.

John 9:2 “When Jesus saw their faith…”

John 9: 22 “…your faith has healed you”.

John 15:28 “Woman, you have great faith."

Mark 2:5 “When Jesus saw their faith….”

Luke 18:42 “….your faith has healed you”.

Faith was always present whenever Jesus performed a miracle. Jesus does per-
form miracles for those who have Faith and ask in Faith.

Why do we also treat Jesus as our “genie” who will answer our every prayer 
(wish)? We need to continually pray, develop and deepen our Faith and listen 
for His answers to our prayers. We can walk on water when we show true faith 
in Jesus.

With true faith we can ask whatever our need may be. If a prayer is not being 
answered, check your Faith.

PRAYER
Father, I pray for Faith. Faith that can move mountains. Fill me with Faith in You! 
It is in your Son’s name I pray, Amen.

L A R R Y  O U R Y



Jesus Before Pilate
T H U R S D A Y,  M A R C H  1 6

Matthew 27:11-14

"But He gave no answer, not even to a single charge, 
so that the governor was greatly amazed." 

M A T T H E W  2 7 : 1 4

The Jewish highest court, the Sanhedrin, had convicted Jesus of blasphemy, a 
capital crime under Hebrew law. However, under the Roman occupation, only 
Roman authorities could administer a death sentence. So, the leaders of the 
Sanhedrin took their convict, Jesus to the Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate.  

The problem was, blasphemy wasn't a crime under Roman law. And as a career 
soldier, Pilate no doubt witnessed blasphemies every day. He made it clear to 
them that he wasn't going to put anyone to death for what he considered a 
trivial issue. To get around this problem, Luke notes that the Sanhedrin simply 
changed the charges to insurrection, tax evasion and treason against Caesar. 
This immediately got Pilate's attention. However, as they presented these false 
charges, our Lord exercised His right under Roman law to remain silent. He had 
no legal obligation to testify against Himself.

But, the silence of the Lamb of God had a profoundly deeper significance than 
a mere exercise of an alleged criminal's legal rights. As foretold of the Messiah 
in Isaiah 53:7, “Like a lamb that is led to slaughter,...He did not open His mouth.”

Jesus knew His mission. The crucifixion was essential to the fulfillment of God's 
eternal plan for the redemption of fallen humanity. Atonement required the sac-
rifice of a lamb without spot or blemish. Jesus was the only perfectly sinless 
“lamb” whose sacrifice could provide complete and eternal atonement for us. 
Only He could pay the penalty we deserve for all our sins and for all time.

Thus, Jesus chose to remain silent before His accusers. He chose to suffer a 
horrible torture and death on a cross to atone for our sin.

PRAYER
Lord, how could we ever thank you enough for the incredible sacrifice you made 
for us when we least deserved it? During this season, as we remember and pre-
pare to observe the sacrifice you made for us, let us be ever mindful of your infinite 
love for us. That you freely chose to endure the awful penalty for our sin. Forgive us 
if we ever take that for granted. We pray in your precious name. Amen.

R O N  B E N E D I C T



Give Us Barabbas
F R I D A Y,  M A R C H  1 7

Matthew 27:15-17, 20-22

"Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to 
the multitude one prisoner whom they wished. And at that time 
they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. Therefore, when 
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 'whom do you want me 

to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?' 
But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that 
they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor 
answered and said to them, 'which of the two do you want me

 to release to you?' They said, 'Barabbas!' "
M A T T H E W  2 7 : 1 5 - 1 7 ;  2 0 - 2 2

We all make multiple decisions every day; what to wear, which way to drive to our des-
tination, the very words we speak. All of these decisions are based on many factors. 
The Bible recommends to us that we make decisions based on wisdom derived from 
age, experiences, thoughtful prayer, and suggestions from wise council. Today, and for 
many years now, our decisions on how we live our lives seem to be critically important. 
How will this decision affect others around me? What is the long-term effect of my 
decision? Sometimes we just want the “easy way” out. Get it over with and move on. 
Sometimes we want other people to make the decisions for us, so we don’t have to 
think about those outcomes, or feel guilty if the situation doesn’t work out. Often we get 
persuaded by fiery rhetoric or inspirational words to sway our judgement.

We can all be persuaded to think and act and say things we later regret. The spiritual 
leaders in the crowd felt Jesus was a threat to their way of life and all they wanted was 
to be rid of Him. Their hatred spread throughout the crowd and people were yelling a 
name they may not have even known. The decision in the courtyard that day two thou-
sand years ago is still having an effect today. Weigh your decisions carefully. You may 
never know who or what they affect. Decisions have consequences.

PRAYER
Lord, thank you for today and the opportunity to make our own decisions. Keep us 
mindful of the way we think and talk and react to situations we experience daily. 
Help us to be guided by wisdom and patience and Your will in our lives. With hum-
ble hearts, we pray this in your Son’s most Holy name. Amen.

L A R R Y  B R A C E Y



Soldiers Mock Jesus
S A T U R D A Y,  M A R C H  1 8

Matthew 27:27-31

"Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium 
and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 
They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then 

twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They 
put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and 

mocked him. 'Hail, king of the Jews!' they said. They spit on him, 
and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.
After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him."

M A T T H E W  2 7 : 2 7 - 3 1

There is no doubt that this part of the Gospels is the most difficult to read. Hear-
ing about the very person who took an unimaginable beating for you? Who hung 
on a cross and endured being laughed at, spit on, and mocked, all for you? 

This was not just mockery, but cruelty. And He endured it ALL, for us. Christmas 
is a time to rejoice, because of the birth of Jesus and the plan for our restoration 
began. But Lent is the time not only for celebration, but mourning. We must 
mourn over our own sin, because that is what sent Him up upon that cross. 
From there, forgiveness, repentance, and rejoicing takes its first step. Because 
no longer are we slaves to sin, but children of God, friends of Jesus, and citizens 
of Heaven.    

PRAYER
Lord, where could I even begin? It should have been my body upon that cross, 
it should have been my body that had spit land on, it should have been me that 
bled. But instead it was you, the representation of grace, and the definition 
of love. Where embarrassment should have been, humility took over. Where 
anger should have been unleashed, arms were open wide. And where death 
attempted to leave its sting, life rose up and conquered it in full. I pray I would 
remember that and carry it through all that I am and all that I do. Thank you 
Jesus. It is in your mighty name I pray, Amen.

J A C LY N E  A N D R E W S



Fourth Sunday
O F  L E N T

Artwork by Emma Wong & Stephanie Campbell

The Cross



Father, Forgive Them
M O N D A Y  M A R C H ,  2 0

Luke 23:33-34

"Then Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they are doing.' " 

L U K E  2 3 : 3 4

One of the most difficult concepts for me is forgiveness. People are mean. Peo-
ple are opinionated. People hurt each other. As humans, we want an apology 
when we are hurt. We want to justify hanging on to the hurt because we have 
been wronged.  

Then, I deep dive into what this simple sentence means for me, for all Christians. 
Jesus prays for the salvation of those who taunt him, those who will put him to 
death for others’ sins. Can I practice this level of humility, even when it hurts, 
and I don’t want to let it go? Father, forgive US, for we know not what we do. Can 
anything be more convicting?

Working toward this loving level of forgiveness is a huge task, one that takes 
much practice. I am grateful to Jesus for showing the way to the Father and the 
way to live as a disciple. I pray that all we who profess to be followers can carry 
this out in our daily living and give grateful hearts to the Savior who showed us 
the perfect way. We are forgiven through his sacrifice. To God be the Glory.

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for setting the ultimate example in forgiveness. Give 
us hearts that can forgive just as easily in gratitude to you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

P A T T Y  C O R F M A N



Today in Paradise
T U E S D A Y  M A R C H ,  2 1

Luke 23: 39-43

"Then he said, 'Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.' Jesus answered him,'Truly I tell 

you, today you will be with me in paradise.' " 
L U K E  2 3 : 4 2 - 4 3

Being a parent of non-believing children, this is the Bible verse I hang onto 
concerning their salvation. I’m done asking myself what more could I have 
done. I now leave it in God’s hands, hoping this is truly a promise of death 
bed conversion.

This verse always gave me hope that salvation could come at the last min-
ute. It was especially comforting during my early years of struggling with my 
faith. But why wait? For didn’t Jesus also say "Not everyone who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven." (Matt 7:21a)

Yes, why wait until the last minute? When you can journey with Jesus on a 
daily basis.

PRAYER
Thank you, God, for your gift of the Holy Spirit, assuring us that through Him we can 
journey with You until You come again! Amen.

T O M  W A Y



Dear Woman, Here is Your Son
W E D N E S D A Y,  M A R C H  2 2

John 19:26-27

"When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, 'Woman, behold, your son!' 

Then he said to the disciple, 'Behold, your mother!' And from 
that hour the disciple took her to his own home."

J O H N  1 9 : 2 6 - 2 7

If you had to choose, which quality of Jesus is your favorite -- his divinity or his 
humanity? I know, it seems like a completely impossible question. Without his 
divinity there would be no miracles, no healings, no atonement, no redemp-
tion, no resurrection. Arguably his most awe-inspiring, crowd-attracting, goose-
bump-inducing stories involve him exercising his divinity.  

And yet, often the most heart-warming moments for me are those where his 
humanity is visible, and I love searching for glimpses of Jesus the Man in the 
stories I read. Perhaps because it is his humanity that feels more relatable, or at 
least more tangible. Or maybe because I feel more connected to him when I see 
him display emotions or characteristics that I sometimes see in myself.     

In today’s verses, we have such a beautiful expression of his humanity. As he is 
doing intensely divine work on the cross, paying the price for the sin of all man-
kind, work of an incomprehensible magnitude, he takes the time to acknowledge 
his loved ones who are there with him. Loved ones who are suffering as they 
watch him suffer. Loved ones he will soon be leaving behind. He understands 
they will grieve him. He knows they will be vulnerable because they were close 
to him. And when he speaks to them in this moment, he seems to be speaking 
not as a Savior, but as a loving son and friend, wanting to make sure they are 
taken care of in his absence. It makes my heart swell.    

PRAYER
Jesus, we are so grateful for both your divinity and your humanity. Thank you for 
moving us when we read scripture. Help us to courageously share with others 
how much we love you. Amen.

R A C H A E L  E A R L E Y



My God, Why Have 
You Forsaken Me?
T H U R S D A Y,  M A R C H  2 3

Matthew 27:46

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
M A T T H E W  2 7 : 4 6

The crucifixion scene in the movie The Passion of the Christ is so very hard to 
watch. That graphic visual of Jesus taking upon Himself every past, present and 
future sin of every human who has ever lived and ever will live is seared in my 
memory. My reaction to that scene, peeking around my hands that covered my 
face, was one of abject mortification. I lamented that my sin, MY sin, was very, 
very ugly. So ugly that Jesus had to be completely separated from God in that 
moment. Our fully human Lord felt forsaken by His Father while wearing my sin. 
Unfathomable pain!

“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?”

Christ accepted that abandonment from His Father so that all of humanity could 
be together with God our Father for eternity. Unfathomable love!

PRAYER
Heavenly Savior, that you suffered, bled and died for me is a gift I can never 
repay. But Lord, fill me with your Spirit this Lenten Season as I attempt to pay 
forward love, grace and joy. In Jesus’ precious name, Amen.

C A T H Y  R I G G I N



I Am Thirsty
F R I D A Y,  M A R C H  2 4

John 19:28

"After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished,
said (to fulfill the Scripture), 'I thirst.' "

J O H N  1 9 : 2 8

Why do we feel thirsty? In a physical sense, thirsting is our body’s way of telling 
us that we are missing something vital. Our bodies crave water because it is 
a necessity that helps us sustain life. Water makes up over half of our body’s 
composition. We crave the very thing that we are made of—spiritual thirst func-
tions in a similar way. We yearn to be filled up by the very source that we were 
intricately woven together by: God. We were designed to thirst for Him and be in 
a relationship with a Father who loves us endlessly. In John 19:28, as Jesus is dy-
ing on the cross, He utters, “I am thirsty.” His words signified divine completion 
through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Through His words, He draws attention to 
the Lord’s promise to fulfill our every need, especially a need for a savior, and 
supply us with living water. 

PRAYER
Lord, let our physical thirst be a daily reminder of our need to be filled up by 
streams of living water that flow from You. Help us recognize how much we need 
You and our need for a savior in Christ. Amen.

C H L O E  A L L M A N



It Is Finished
S A T U R D A Y,  M A R C H  2 5

John 19:30

"When he received the drink, he bowed 
his head and Jesus said 'It is finished.' "

J O H N  1 9 : 3 0

I love the show SEAL TEAM. It is such a realistic show  that one feels like we're 
watching the Navy Seals fighting battles in real time.

When the team goes after a HVT ( High Value Target) and are successful, they 
radio back "Target Acquired."

Likewise when Jesus said "It is finished" it's as though he said "Target Ac-
quired"--(the Cross). Mission accomplished. 

There is much cheering when the Seal Team is successful completing their 
mission. And I can imagine there was much cheering among the Angelic Host 
when Christ completed his mission. His reason for coming was to be born as 
the Lamb of God to save man from their sins. The target acquired and the 
mission completed.  

Now we know we will have the promise of eternal life with our Lord in Heaven 
because "It is finished!"

PRAYER
Jesus, when you  were born in a stable  as a baby, your mission was to be the 
sacrificial Lamb, shedding your blood to cover our sins. Thank you for your 
sacrifice. Amen.

H A R R I E T  S M I T H



Fifth Sunday
O F  L E N T

Artwork by Aurora Harrington

The Grave



The Curtain of the Temple is Torn
M O N D A Y,  M A R C H  2 7

Matthew 27:50-51

"And Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and yielded up his 
spirit. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split." 

M A T T.  2 7 :  5 0 - 5 1

The temple veil was hidden from the public and even from priests in the Most 
Holy Place, where the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat were found. Only 
the High Priest was allowed inside, and then only once a year, on the Day of 
Atonement during Passover. At that time, the High Priest would sprinkle the blood 
of an innocent animal on the altar to atone for man’s sins. So sacred was this 
dwelling place of God, that anyone who trespassed would immediately die. This 
included the High Priest if he did not perform his duties correctly. For this reason, 
a rope was tied around his waist to drag out his body if necessary.  

The curtain or veil, a magnificent woven handwork in blue, purple, and scarlet 
was 60 feet high, 30 feet wide and four inches thick. Normally 300 priests were 
needed to manipulate it.  It is significant that the veil, which represents Christ’s 
body, was rent from top to bottom. Only God had the ability to tear it asunder 
from the top at the exact time of the new Passover sacrifice, when Jesus, with his 
broken and scourged body, took his last breath and gave up his spirit. This was 
such a momentous occasion that even creation cried out with a mighty earthquake. 

Looking ahead in Hebrews 10, we also learn this is the last time that Jewish 
Christians offered sacrifices of atonement to the temple—because the living 
God had departed. What we should take away from this is that we need no other 
intercessor, no priest or saint, only Christ to come before the Throne for us. We 
have direct access. He is ever there, covering our sins in his blood for our pardon. 

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, We thank you that your blood sacrifice still atones for our sins, even 
2,000 years later. With this acknowledgment, please show us the way and the 
desire to be ever more like you. Amen.

I N G A  K I M P L E



Scripture Fulfilled
T U E S D A Y,  M A R C H  2 8

John 19:31-36

"These things happened so that the scripture would be 
fulfilled: not one of his bones will be broken."

J O H N  1 9 : 3 6

It was Roman custom to leave bodies on the crosses unaided, to all who passed 
by as an example not to break Roman law. Often it would take several days to 
die and additional time for the bodies to rot on the cross. This meant that Jesus 
and the other two would be hanging on the cross during the Passover-which 
would be a serious violation of Jewish law. Breaking their legs would hasten 
death through asphyxiation. By doing this the Jewish leaders were assured the 
body of Jesus could be taken down before sunset. Jewish law required that no 
one work after sundown on the Sabbath. The soldier pierced the side of Jesus 
to show he was dead. This was clearly part of God’s plan. It provided evidence 
that he was dead in order to prove his resurrection. Not breaking his legs fulfilled 
Psalm 34:20 “Not one of his bones will be broken” also Numbers 9:12 and Exo-
dus 12:46 are verses concerning the preparation of the Passover lamb.

The pierced side also fulfilled scripture. Zechariah 12:10 states “They will look on 
me, the one they have pierced.” There are Biblical scholars who feel the blood 
and water from his side represents baptism and communion. Christ is the sacri-
ficial Lamb of God.

In verse 35, we read “The man who saw has given testimony.” John was the only 
disciple to witness the crucifixion. The others were afraid to be seen. The book 
of John is the only place in scripture that records the details of Christ death. It is 
clear that scripture was fulfilled and witnessed by John who chose to communi-
cate this to the world.

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, It is through your death that God’s word is fulfilled. Thank you for 
your love. Please guide us to be an example of that same love to all we meet, 
Amen.

C A R O LY N  L U C K E



The Tomb
W E D N E S D A Y,  M A R C H  2 9

Matthew 27:57-60

"When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it 
to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it 

in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which 
he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the 

entrance of the tomb and went away."
M A T T H E W  2 7 : 5 7 - 6 0

This scene from the crucifixion narrative strikes me in how it is so different than 
any of the other plot lines. The chaos and confusion of the crucifixion has past, 
the disciples are left scattered, afraid, and directionless. Yet we meet Joseph, 
who understands Jesus can’t be left in an unmarked grave. He is willing to take 
care of the pieces and details that other people were too distraught to think 
about. He is a man who is unafraid to be known as a disciple of Jesus and is 
somehow important enough to gain an audience with Pilate after hours. Joseph 
has enough sway to get Jesus’ body released to him, to put him in his own tomb. 
He wrapped Jesus in a linen cloth, preparing his body for burial in an act of 
reverence and affection. 

Jesus is placed in a borrowed tomb, by a man who, though probably confused 
and distraught, had faith enough to bury him with honor and respect. Little did 
Joseph know that this borrowed tomb would only be used for a few days, and 
the miraculous gift of the resurrection was on the horizon. As we ponder the 
borrowed tomb, we can have the hope in knowing that our own tombs will not 
be our final resting place but we will have the joy of an eternity with Christ. 

PRAYER
Dear Lord, as we reflect on the faith that Joseph had, and his gift of a borrowed 
tomb, help us to remember our own mortality. Equip us to live lives worthy of 
being your people. Thank you for the gift of eternal life with you. We ask that we 
would share the good news of your life, death, and resurrection with all those 
we come in contact with, so they too can experience the joy not of a borrowed 
tomb, and everlasting life. Amen.

R E V.  S T E P H A N I E  P O B L E N Z



The Guard at the Tomb
T H U R S D A Y,  M A R C H  3 0

Matthew 27:62-66

"The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and 
the Pharisees went to Pilate. 'Sir,' they said, 'we remember that 

while he was still alive that deceiver said, "After three days I will rise 
again."  So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the 

third day.' . . .'Take a guard,' Pilate answered. 'Go, make the tomb as 
secure as you know how.'  So they went and made the tomb secure 

by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard." 
M A T T H E W  2 7 :  6 2 - 6 6

Have you ever wondered what other religions (or people who are not aligned to 
any religion) believe about the death and resurrection of Jesus? 

Generally, Muslims regard Jesus as a prophet and believe that Jesus did not die 
on the cross, but was rescued by God from death through substitution (another 
person taking his place) or “incomplete” death. 

Agnostics, if they believe at all in the existence of a historical Jesus, regard him 
as a great moral teacher and nothing more.  Atheists think that the story about 
Jesus Christ is perhaps based on a real person, but that the majority of stories 
about him are either entirely fictional or seriously embellished.

Among the Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ time, Sadducees rejected a belief 
in the resurrection of the dead, but the Pharisees recognized the resurrection 
(including the instance recorded in 1 Kings 17:17-24 when the prophet Elijah asks 
God to resurrect the deceased son of a widow). The chief priests and Pharisees 
likely had heard of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.  So why was their as-
sumption that a resurrection would be a hoax perpetrated by a deceiver?  Surely, 
no stone, seal, and guard could thwart God’s power.  

PRAYER
Lord, we come to You in faith that You are almighty, omnipotent; that You hold power 
over all things, including death. We claim Your promise of everlasting life. Amen.



The Women at the Burial
F R I D A Y,  M A R C H  3 1

Luke 23:55-56

"The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed 
Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then 
they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they 
rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment."

L U K E  2 3 : 5 5 - 5 6

Many people followed Jesus including several women who were fully devoted 
to Him. They followed Him to the cross and watched as He was crucified. They 
followed and watched Him laid in the tomb. These devoted followers of Jesus 
who were eye witnesses of these devastating events are a significant part of our 
ability to have a deep faith. To see how devoted they were to Jesus and to put 
their own lives at risk shows how much they believed in their Lord and Savior. 
They immediately prepared for His burial and then rested in obedience to Him. 
As we follow Jesus, our faith can also be strengthened by continuing to move 
forward in faith and obeying Him.

PRAYER
Jesus, as sad as these followers must have been in your death, they continued 
on in faith. Please be with us in those moments that are hard and help us to 
always continue to press on and obey. Amen.

R E N E E  M .  L A Y



The Stone is Rolled Away
S A T U R D A Y,  A P R I L  1

Matthew 28:1-4

"After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There 
was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and 

sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that 

they shook and became like dead men."
M A T T H E W  2 8 : 1 - 4

What a dramatic moment! An earthquake, the stone rolled away from the tomb 
and an angel that terrified the guards. Obviously, God didn’t want witnesses to 
miss this event or miss knowing that it was His doing. 

But why was the stone rolled away, and in such a dramatic manner? This was 
not necessary for the resurrected Jesus to be able to get out, but rather was 
needed in order for human witnesses to be able to get IN to see that Jesus was 
not there. He didn’t want people creating alternate explanations for the most 
important miracle of all. I believe He wanted not only to use His might to fulfill 
His plan, but to help human witnesses to believe what they might otherwise be 
tempted to doubt: the resurrection. 

PRAYER
Lord, thank you for the moments when you make your acts in our own lives so 
abundantly clear that we could not miss that a particular event came from you. 
As we grow in faith, help us be more closely attuned to and thankful for your 
more subtle working in our lives and the world around us too. Amen.

M A R G E  C U N N I N G H A M



Palm Sunday
S I X T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
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He is Not Here
M O N D A Y,  A P R I L  3

Matthew 28:5-6

"The angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has 

risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.' " 
M A T T H E W  2 8 : 5 - 6

“He is not here.” This has to be the most important, the most beautiful, the most 
glorious statement in all of human history. Jesus is not in the grave. The women 
came to anoint a cold, stiff, grey corpse with fragrant spices. They came to mourn 
and weep and wail because they had witnessed the cruel execution of Jesus. The 
stone had been rolled away and they were physically inside the tomb when the 
angel said, “He is not here, he has risen.”

Outside the tomb, they encountered the risen Lord, alive and in command. He 
instructed them to go and tell “my brothers.” Later, he met with the apostles 
(except Thomas) and walked and talked with two disciples. Again meeting with the 
apostles and Thomas who exclaimed “my Lord and my God.” Later he appeared to 
over five hundred people. The triumphant Nazarene was not in the grave, he had 
defeated death and was fellowshipping with his “brothers.”

Jesus was not and is not in a tomb. He is with us.  He sent his Spirit so we can have 
constant fellowship wherever we are. He is called Immanuel, God with us. Praise 
be to God.

PRAYER
Father, thank you that Jesus is not in a tomb. Thank you that he defeated sin, 
evil and death and lives with you in glory. Thank you that we can have God with 
us eternally through faith in the sacrifice and victory of Jesus. Amen.

J O E  M C K E N Z I E



Go Tell His Disciples
T U E S D A Y,  A P R I L  4 

Matthew 28:7-8

" 'Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the 
dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him. See, I have told you.' So they departed quickly from the 

tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples."
M A T T H E W  2 8 : 7 - 8 

After witnessing the crucifixion of Jesus and experiencing the worst sadness 
one could ever imagine, these women were given the most wonderful and ex-
citing news to share! 

I can imagine they were fearful for seeing an angel, but were soon overcome 
with so much happiness and joy! Everything that they knew and heard about 
Jesus was true! He truly is the son of God! 

I am sure these ladies couldn’t run fast enough to the disciples to share the 
message they received. They knew the disciples were beyond devastated and 
heartbroken that their “teacher” died and wanted to immediately comfort them 
with the good news. 

I love the hymn we sing together in church that says: 

He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way
He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, Please give us the same fervor and sense of urgency that these wom-
en had. Give us the power and ability to share your message that You live within 
us every day! Amen.

C H R I S T I N E  O L D I N G



The Guards' Report
W E D N E S D A Y,  A P R I L  5 

Matthew 28:11-14

"When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised 
a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling 
them, 'You are to say, "His disciples came during the night 

and stole him away while we were asleep.' "
M A T T H E W  2 8 :  1 2 - 1 3 

Political cover-ups no longer surprise us, and today’s scripture verifies that cov-
er-ups were also part of the political scene in Jesus’ time. Why the cover-up? 
Verse 14 supplies the reason: “If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy 
him and keep you out of trouble.” Of course, the chief priests were keeping 
themselves out of trouble as well. 

Yet cover-ups—lies—are hardly limited to the political arena. Even as small chil-
dren, when we’ve done something we know our parents would disapprove, 
most of us (including myself) have resorted to blaming someone else (even a 
brother or sister!). The stakes for the chief priests were much higher than a par-
ent’s disapproval; having the disapproval of the governor would make life quite 
difficult for them.   

The consequences of lying to cover up misdeeds or sins are higher yet when we 
lie to ourselves or try to lie to God. The truth will out. Our Lord knows the truth; 
He IS the Truth. 

PRAYER
Lord, forgive us for lying to ourselves and to You to avoid facing our sinful 
thoughts and deeds. Guide us and teach us to live by Your eternal truth. Amen. 

N I N A  D O R S C H



"Mary." "Rabboni!"
T H U R S D A Y,  A P R I L  6

John 20:10-16

"Jesus said unto her, Mary. She turned herself and 
said unto Him, Rabboni, which is to say Master." 

J O H N  2 0 : 1 6

 
To set the scene: Mary has arrived outside the sepulchre, weeping bitterly. She 
looks in and sees two angels and they ask her why she is crying. She tells them 
it is because the Lord’s body is missing and she doesn’t know where to look for 
Him. She turns around and there stands the resurrected Jesus, but for some 
reason she doesn’t recognize Him. When He speaks her name she does know it 
is Him, and she calls Him Master. Over the years many have wondered why He 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene. Obviously she was not an Apostle and she 
had a truly sordid past. However, over the past year or two she has come to love 
Him deeply and is seeking him this morning. Proverbs 8:17 says “I love them that 
love me and those that seek me early shall find me.” It would seem that appear-
ing to Mary first as He is about to leave this earth is akin to appearing first to the 
shepherds as he arrived on this earth. Shepherds and ladies like Mary were at 
the bottom of the social register of the day, yet he honored them greatly! He is 
no respecter of persons! What He cares about is whether you love Him or not! I 
have often told people that I was sharing the gospel with that “He doesn’t care 
what you were yesterday, only about what you can be in Him tomorrow.” The 
last shall be first and the first shall be last is the order of the day in this beautiful 
vignette from that first Easter Sunday.  

PRAYER
Lord help us make you the most important thing in our lives so that we can truly 
say “ I love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength”! Thank you for loving 
us despite all our faults. Amen.

R O N  W A R N C K E ,  M . D .  



Overcoming Doubt
F R I D A Y,  A P R I L  7

Matthew 28:16 

"Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they 

saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted." 
M A T T H E W  2 8 : 1 6 

When Jesus appeared to his disciples in Galilee, it says that some of them doubted. 

Can you imagine that? The risen Christ was standing right in front of them and yet, 
they doubted. How is that possible? 

You see, doubt is stubborn thing. It is deeply rooted in the human heart. We are 
slow to believe and reluctant to trust in his Word. We want proof. We demand mir-
acles. As human beings, our default mode is doubt and disbelief.   

And yet, the Good News is that the LORD is patient with us. In his great love, Jesus 
does not give up on us. Like Thomas, the doubting disciple, Jesus meets us in our 
doubt and draws us to faith.     

I am so glad Matthew included this story in his Gospel. Otherwise, we might imag-
ine that the disciples never doubted. Of course, that is false. The truth is our faith is 
weak. Sometimes it fails and falters. Nevertheless, Jesus draws us to deeper faith. 
This is a life-long process as our faith is tested, purified and strengthened.   

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, there was a man who cried out to you: “Lord, I believe! Help me 
overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24).  May that be our prayer as well. Thank you 
Lord, that even when I doubt, you never give up on me. Amen. 

P A S T O R  P E T E R  L A R S O N 



You Are Witnesses
S A T U R D A Y,  A P R I L  8 
Luke 24:37-38; 46-48

"You are witnesses of these things"  
L U K E  2 4 : 4 8 

May all things point to the glory of God, made manifest in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ.  

TODAY on this dark, sad Saturday we want to ignite YOU to greater, larger ser-
vice for our Lord. 

What is a witness? What does a witness do? Witnesses watch and see things all 
around them. You might call the person an eyewitness because they see some-
thing with their own eyes—and tell other people about what they have seen. 

When a witness sees and hears something, they don’t usually change their 
minds. They know what they saw and heard. The disciples had seen Jesus die. 
They saw him placed in a tomb. 

But, then, they saw Jesus alive. Not just this day, but for more than 40 days, 
they saw him and talked with him. They even watched him eat food. After eating 
some fish and honeycomb, he talked with his disciples. He finished by saying, 
“You are witnesses of these things.” (v.48) 

Those same disciples went all over the world, telling the story of Jesus’ crucifix-
ion, his death, and his resurrection. They never stopped telling the story during 
their whole lives 

Verse two from the hymn, A Charge to Keep I Have (C. Wesley) 
 To serve the present age, My calling to fulfill;  
 O may it all my pow’rs engage To do my Master’s will! 

PRAYER
Prayer God, we thank you that Jesus is no longer dead. You brought him back to 
life. Empower us to be your witnesses. Amen.   

J O H N  &  F R A N  M O R R I S 



Easter Sunday

Artwork by Wyatt Tabor

The Ascension



Easter Sunday
The Ascension
S U N D A Y,  A P R I L  9 

Luke 24:50-53

"While he was blessing them, he left them and was 
taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy."  
M A T T H E W  2 4 : 5 1 - 5 2 

Wait a minute! Jesus left them, and His followers felt… joy? Really? Didn’t Jesus’ 
leaving make them sad? But no, they were filled with joy – great joy!

Perhaps it’s because of what they experienced when He was with them. After 
all, they’d seen Him resurrected from death on a cross! So, when He promised 
to come back, they believed Him. They had faith in Him. And that faith produced 
great joy, even when Jesus left. 

Faith seems to be inextricably linked with joy. Even when we face terrible cir-
cumstances, if we have faith, somewhere deep down, below the level of mere 
cheerfulness, there is joy in the knowledge that Jesus is Lord.

Where can we get such faith? Only from God, for “…by grace you have been 
saved, through faith…the gift of God…”(Eph 2:8 ). Have we not yet found faith? 
We can ask God, and He’ll give it to us. Is our faith weak? We can ask God, and 
He’ll strengthen it. Are our circumstances so dire, so painful, that we think our 
faith is dead? We can ask God, and He will surely resurrect it!

He is our resurrected Savior. Need some joy? Remember this: Jesus is risen! He 
is risen indeed!

PRAYER
Jesus, our Risen Lord, fill us with faith and joy. AMEN. 

L I N D A  H E N T S C H E L
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